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Welcome! 
Welcome to Magdalen and congratulations on getting into Oxford! I am sure you have heard this plenty of times 

already, but it is something worth repeating, as it's such an impressive achievement. We hope you’re feeling super 
proud of yourselves and super aware of how hard you’ve worked to get here. Make sure you spend some time 

resting and celebrating over the last few weeks of summer before term starts - you’ve earned it! 
 

Starting university can be slightly scary, possibly even more so for somewhere like Oxford, but hopefully this booklet 
will answer a lot of your questions. If there’s anything else you’re confused about (or interested by), feel free to reach 

out! There are lots of people mentioned throughout this booklet who’ll be more than happy to help you in certain 
areas and we (your Freshers’ reps) are always available for a chat. 

 
Your college parents are current second years (at least one of whom will be doing your subject) who are there to 

answer any questions you have before you arrive, and help you settle in during your first few weeks. At some point 
soon you’ll be receiving letters from them, introducing themselves - please do reach out to them once you get these 
as they will be looking forward to meeting you. As well as college parents, you’ll also have college siblings in your 

year, which will ensure there are a few friendly faces around when you arrive! 
 

Having a Facebook account is really useful as it’s where lots of the events and societies at university are organised. 
So if you don’t already have one, it might be a good idea to get one set up before you get here so you can start 

looking around at stuff. Some of the groups it’s important for you to join include the Magdalen JCR group, and the 
Magdalen Freshers’ group - as this is where people will post all the Magdalen (or Freshers) specific info. Please do 

join these, as it makes getting information to you guys a lot easier! 
 

It’s also worth noting that people at Oxford use lots of weird words/abbreviations for - so don’t be surprised if second 
years sound like they’re speaking about stuff you don’t understand. We’ve included a jargon buster at the end of this 
booklet to go over some of the main words, but don’t be afraid to ask people (like your college parents) what certain 

words mean - most of us had no idea until this time last year either! 

Freshers’ Week is always a slightly hectic experience. There will be lots of talks organised by the college, and lots of 
activities organised by us (wooo!), and it can feel like there’s a lot of pressure to constantly be out doing something. 

Don’t worry if you feel like you aren’t taking part in everything, or meeting everyone straight away - you will have 
plenty of time to do that. Make sure you set some time aside to unpack, settle in, and recharge as you will eventually 
all get Freshers’ Flu (which sucks). Freshers’ Week can also feel like quite a lonely time, so don’t worry if you don’t 

have the best week of your life - and remember there’s plenty of people who are always available for a chat. 

Anyway, we hope you find this booklet useful, and on behalf of everyone at Magdalen - we can’t wait to welcome 
you in October! 

 
The Freshers’ Reps 
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Maddie Blackburn 
Archaeology and Anthropology // American 
madeline.blackburn@magd.ox.ac.uk  

Hi! I’m Maddie and I’m the executive Freshers’ Rep. I’m an international student 
from Montclair, NJ in the US where I went to a state school. I study Archaeology 
and Anthropology here and in my free time dabble in a range of things including 
some tech theatre and societies like the feminist society. I’m happy to chat about 
anything at all about Magdalen, the international experience, academics, etc…feel 
free to email me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dylan John 
Chemistry // British 
dylan.john@magd.ox.ac.uk 

Hi I'm Dylan and I'm one of the Freshers reps this year and I'm studying Chemistry. If 
I'm not in the library, you'll probably find me on the river or in the gym spending too 
much of my time rowing. Magdalen has a great community and I'm sure you'll have an 
amazing time here. If you have any questions or problems in your first few weeks here 
(or beyond) I'll always be happy to help. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jess Tunks 
Experimental Psychology // British  
jessica.tunks@magd.ox.ac.uk  

 
Hey, I’m Jess and I’m another one of your Freshers’ Reps, studying Experimental 
Psychology. When I’m not studying (or rowing, or napping, or in A&E I can be found 
running around trying to plan a Ball (more on that later), or stress-baking in my kitchen. 
I’m from a state school in East London, so if you’re from a similar background and have 
any worries about starting at Magdalen, I’m more than happy to talk to you about them 
(and hopefully put your mind at ease). I’m really looking forward to meeting you guys in 
October, feel free to reach out with any questions or just to say hi before then!

The Freshers’ Reps 

mailto:madeline.blackburn@magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:jessica.tunks@magd.ox.ac.uk
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Holly Passant 
Engineering // British 
holly.passant@magd.ox.ac.uk 

 

Hi guys, I’m Holly and I’m another Freshers Rep! I study engineering and I’m also co- 
vice-captain of the novice rowers with Jess so hopefully we’ll see loads of you guys 
around. I also really enjoy walking around Addison’s (some call it procrastination; I call it 
enjoying the scenery) and listening to music. I spent a lot of time trying out all the 
vegetarian options in Waynesburys (the Sainsburys under the Waynflete), so if you’ve 
got any recipe ideas that are different, I’d love to know! Just yell if you’ve got any 
questions about college life and living in Oxford, more than happy to help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Vakis 
Medicine // British/Greek Cyrpiot  
anthony.vakis@magd.ox.ac.uk 

Hi I’m Anthony (pictured above with my lovely college wife), a 2nd year Medic here at magdalen and another one 
of your freshers reps. I’m also one of the captains for rugby and hockey this year so will be looking to you guys 
to join in!! In my free time I also really enjoy cooking and watching Netflix (often at the same time earning me a 
title as an iPad toddler) as well as sports. Looking forward to meeting you guys! 
 
 
 

mailto:holly.passant@magd.ox.ac.uk
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  Preparation 

  Accommodation 
 
Nearly all Freshers live offsite (excluding those who require disabled accommodation or music rooms). The 
designated Freshers buildings are the Waynflete Building, 62 & 71 High Street, Longwall Annexe and York 
Place. All rooms come with a bed, a desk, shelves, chairs, a coffee table, lamps, a mini fridge and plenty of 
storage space. Accommodation is randomly allocated (unless you have any specific requirements – so there’s 
no need to stress about choosing somewhere! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

^ A typical Waynflete Room 

 
Some Freshers will also live in houses on the High 
Street – 62, 71 & Longwall Annexe. There are about 10 
people in each, which means you have a group you can 
get to know straight away! The houses also benefit from 
not having entirely green interior design like the 
Waynflete does for some reason… and 62 also has a 
shared garden! You’ll also be sharing washing & drying 
facilities amongst a much smaller group, which always 
helps. It’s still definitely worth visiting the ‘Flete’ in your 
first few weeks so you can get to know the rest of your 
year. 

The Waynflete is the largest accommodation for 
Freshers, and this can make it quite a good 
place to live in first year – as it means you’re 
right next to most of your year! It’s located just 
across Magdalen Bridge, above the 
Sainsbury’s. It isn’t the nicest looking building 
(so don’t expect anything like all the pretty 
college buildings you’ve seen on the website), 
but the rooms are big, and the kitchen provision 
is better than a lot of other college 
accommodation. Depending on what side of the 
building you live on, you’ll either get a sink or a 
view of the river – go figure! 

 

^ A room in 62 HS A room in 71 HSˇ 
 
 

                                                        < A room in    
Longwall Annexe 

Preparation 

Accommodation 



9 
 

  Packing List 
 

Must-Haves: 

● Clothes and hangers 

○ Hangers are not provided – so bring as many as you’ll think you need! Also bring plenty 
of clothes, as laundry costs money so you might want to limit the amount of loads you 
do, and there’s plenty of storage! Also consider bringing some smarter clothes for formal 
events, and possibly some fancy dress stuff for Bops. 

● Toiletries 

○ As well as all the usual, make sure you stock up on any cold/flu medicine. Fresher’s Flu 
can hit pretty hard, and the supermarkets tend to get wiped clean of any useful stuff 
pretty quickly by Oxford’s large student population. 

● Washing basket and detergent 

● Towels  

● Stationery 

○ Check your emails in case your tutors suggest you bring anything specific like a certain 
type of calculator! 

 Technology: 

● Laptop and charger 

● Extension cable 

○ All rooms have plug sockets, but they can be oddly placed. Remember adaptors if you 
are an International student! 

● USB stick 

○ Not entirely necessary, but useful as a second storage option for all your important work.  

● Printer 

○ You don’t necessarily need a printer, there are plenty in college, but some people prefer 
to have their own – which can come in handy for last minute documents. 

Kitchenware: 

● Saucepans, frying pan, chopping board, sharp knife and spatula 

○ It is possible to eat catered for almost every meal, but most people cook at some point, 
so make sure you have everything you need (but be realistic about what you’ll actually 
get use out of). 

● Plates, bowls, mugs and cutlery 

● Tea Towels and Washing up liquid  

● Kettle and other small appliances 

○ Kettles (but no other appliances) are allowed in your room. Any other small appliances, 
such as toasters (although most kitchens have one) and toastie machines, need to be 
kept in the kitchens. Each room already has a mini fridge. 

Optional: 

● Bed linen 

○ College provides bedding for all students, and the sheets are washed every week by 
your Scout. It’s totally fine to bring your own if you’d prefer a more personal feel – but be 
aware it will be your responsibility to wash this. 

● Sports kit 

○ If you’re interested in continuing a sport or picking up something new, bring some kit 
with you - especially if you have a sport you want to continue that needs equipment (e.g. 
hockey stick).  

● Musical instruments 

○ These could make for a nice break from work. 

● Bike, bike lock, helmet and lights. 

Packing List  
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○ Oxford is a big cycling city, and even though Magdalen is pretty central (and almost all 
of Oxford is walkable), a bike can make those journeys just that little bit quicker.  

● Decorations 

○ College rooms can be very bare when you first arrive, so bring some things that will 
brighten the place up and make you feel more at home. 

Note on sub fusc: 
 

Sub fusc is the Oxford ‘uniform’ but is only worn occasionally. These occasions include Matriculation (a fancy 
ceremony that takes place at some point in your first term) and in-person exams. You might be asked to wear your 
gown a bit more frequently (to Formal Halls, for example). Wearing sub fusc turns you into a bit of a tourist attraction, 
so be prepared to be stared at (and possibly asked for a photo). This doesn’t have to be packed – you will be 
sent an order form with your Freshers’ pack, and you can then pick it up from College when you arrive during 
Fresher’s Week. Alternatively, you could buy your own, but academic dress is taken quite seriously, so its 
important to make sure you are following the guidelines (these can be found online, or in your Freshers’ Pack) 
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All undergraduate rooms at Magdalen are charged at the same rate, which is currently £24.82 per night. Over a 
term (which consists of 59 nights), this comes to £1,464.38 (though the amount may vary if you arrive in college 
early, or leave late). This cost includes utilities, weekly cleaning and bedding, and you only pay for the nights you 
actually stay in your room, making it far cheaper than living out in later years. There is also a fixed termly catering 
charge of £75.80, which funds the upkeep of the college’s kitchens. In your first term, college will also charge you a 
£100 deposit, which is returned at the end of your time at Magdalen, provided you haven’t broken lots of things. 
Additionally, there may be some money towards scholarships and trusts added, though you can opt out of these. 
These costs are charged to you through “batells”, which are termly bills, and are normally payable by the Friday of 
1st Week, although you should get in touch with the Deans if you cannot pay for them by that date, for instance if 
your student loan has not come through yet.  

 
The approximate monthly costs of living (including accommodation), as calculated by the University based on a 
survey of current students, are in the range of £1,175 to £1,710. Magdalen is determined that none of their students 
will struggle financially, and there is a wide range of financial support available. The main sources of which are 
detailed below, but more information will be given to you when you arrive. 
 
Student Loans 
All Home (UK)/Republic of Ireland (ROI) can apply for a tuition fee loan, administered by the UK government. If you 
are eligible and would like to apply but haven’t already, do this as soon as possible. Home students can also apply 
for living cost loans and may also be eligible for grants or loans from respective local funding agencies. Again, you 
should apply as soon as possible. 
 
Oxford Bursary 
The Oxford Bursary is available to Home and EU students and is the most generous University support in the 
country. Eligibility criteria can be found on the University website. There is no separate application for the Oxford 
Bursary but when you apply for UK government funding you should ensure that you have given consent for the 
University to access your household income figure. 
 
Magdalen’s Student Support Fund (SSF) 
The SSF was created with the aim of helping current Magdalen students with the cost of living and studying at Oxford 
during their course. Applications are made at the start of each term and the Deans interview each applicant to 
assess their financial situation. Awards vary in size according to each applicant’s particular needs and in the past 
most awards have ranged from £200 to £2,000. 
 
Magdalen’s Junior Member Funds 
These are administered to overcome unforeseen and one-off financial hardship, and are small sums of money given 
on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Magdalen’s Travel and/or Research Grants 
If you need to travel for your degree or incur cost while researching, the College will assist you by subsidising up to 
£1,050 over the course of your studies. The application form is available on the Internal Pages of the College 
website. 
 
Other funding sources 
There are many other funds and grants that will be available to you during your time at Magdalen, such as the 
Creative Project Fund, awards for academic excellence, book grants and Vacation Study Grants. You will be 
informed of these when their application windows arise or if you become eligible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
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You should arrive in College by 5pm on Sunday 2nd October 2022. Students arriving by car will be able to park 
briefly outside College or the Waynflete building to drop off luggage, but there is no parking in College. You 
should come directly to the Porters’ Lodge to collect your keys, and you should find plenty of current students 
to guide you in the right direction and help you settle in. 
 
Moving In 

Parking can be a little stressful – as most people live outside of college during first year and there are a very 
limited number of parking spots. The map below shows parking spots in blue and first year accommodation in 
yellow – to try and make this a little easier. (Disclaimer: there may be a building being used for accommodation 
that wasn’t used last year, and therefore won’t be on the map, but we will help you on the day if this is the 
case!) 
 
Areas of solid blue are official car parks, the hashed ones are for temporary stays. Be prepared to unpack 
quickly, especially outside the Waynflete where many Freshers will be trying to move in – get your things in as 
quickly as you can to free up spots and keep things moving. 
 

 

Freshers’ Week 
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Confusingly, the JCR can refer to two different things. On one hand, it refers to the undergraduate body at Magdalen 
(including you guys!), who have an annually elected committee that represents their interests. The JCR is also 
the name of our common room, located in Cloisters. The JCR has two rooms. One (the games room) has 
different games including table tennis, darts, air hockey. The other room has a 75 inch 4k TV with surround 
sound and Netflix, as well as some video game consoles. The JCR can be a popular place to hang out when 
there’s a big sports game (or a good episode of Love Island) on.  
 
 

 

The Dining Hall (which looks like something out of Harry Potter) is 
open at breakfast, lunch and dinner every day (except not at breakfast 
on Sundays).  Breakfast is served from 8:00 am to 9:30 am, lunch is 
from 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm and dinner is from 6:00pm to 7:15pm. Meals 
must be prebooked using the Upay system (which will be explained to 
you once you get here), and booking closes a few hours before. Meals 
can be paid for with card, cash or your Bod Card via Upay. There are 
also Formal Halls on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 
every week (as well as on special occasions). Formal Halls are one of 
the fancy traditions at Oxford. They are three-course meals and the 
dress code for them is smart casual with a gown, or black-tie on 
Sundays. Some special formals include wine, but you are always 
allowed to bring your own to the others. Formal Halls must be booked 
and paid for in advance via the Upay system, apart from the Freshers’ 
Formal, which you’ll attend at some point in your first week! Our café, 
The Old Kitchen Bar (OKB) is also open every day (except Sundays), 
serving paninis, made-to-order baguettes, jacket potatoes, soups and 
cakes. In the evening, the OKB becomes our college bar – with cheap 
drinks! 

 

 

 

Magdalen’s library can be found in Longwall Quad. It is open 24 hours and is accessed using your Bod card. 
The library holds lots of books/texts and has four separate silent reading rooms, as well as a couple of 
spaces where talking is allowed in case you need to work in a group. During your Freshers’ week, you’ll be 
given an introductory tour. 

 

       Laundry  

 

Each accommodation building has its own washing and drying machines. You need to buy a laundry card from 
the Porters’ Lodge. After this, you can top it up online. A wash costs £2.50 and drying is free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Life 

The Junior Common Room (JCR) 

Food and Drink 

Library 

Laundry 
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  IT 

Oxford IT Services has a Getting Started section on their website that details all the essential information. Your 
Oxford Single Sign-On (SSO) account entitles you to use all University resources provided by Oxford IT 
Services, whilst Nexus365 is the University’s version of Office365, with email, calendars and Teams access. 
Eduroam is the most common way to connect to the Internet. With your Remote Access credentials, you can 
use eduroam across further education institutions worldwide. It’s also worth knowing that there’s plenty of 
software available to download for free or at discounted prices from the Oxford IT Services, such as Microsoft 
Office and Mathematica. It’s well worth trying to set up eduroam on your devices before you arrive, as it can 
very easily turn into an unnecessary hassle on your first day.  
 
Announcements will often be made via email and Facebook, so make sure you check your university inbox 
regularly, and that you have joined the Magdalen JCR & Freshers pages! 
 
 
 
 
 
Every student has their own pigeon hole (‘pidge’) in the Post Room, found in Chaplain’s Quad. If you receive a 
parcel, the Porters will leave a note in your pidge, which you then take to them to collect your parcel. 

 
  Sports 

Members of the College get free membership at Iffley Gym, which gives you access to a wide range of sports 
facilities. Take your Bod Card to the reception and they will sort your membership out for you. It’s also worth 
downloading the Oxford University Sport App, as this is where you can book classes. There is a University 
team for pretty much everything, should you have experience in a certain sport, but College teams are also a 
great way to get involved in something new! There is definitely something for everyone, regardless of ability 
level, and it’s a great way to meet people and keep fit. This is by no means a definitive list, and new clubs are 
always welcome should you wish to start one! 

PSA: Cuppers are intercollegiate tournaments, normally held in Trinity. There are also league games in other 
terms, but these aren’t taken as seriously. 
 
Basketball 
College basketball is a great opportunity for anyone who wants to get involved with basketball – no matter what 
the skill level. There is the college league, where there are weekly games and the winner decided by the end 
of Hilary term. A cuppers tournament held in Trinity is a slightly more formal tournament but still great fun. 
 
Lacrosse 
Mixed Lacrosse is probably one of the most fun sports to take part in at Magdalen, especially because pretty 
much everyone starts as a complete beginner! There’s normally a training session, as well as a match against 
another college every week. Sometimes, we merge teams with another college to make sure we have enough 
numbers, so it’s a great chance to make friends both inside and outside of your own college! Sticks are 
provided, but you’ll need your own mouthguards etc. 
 
 

Football 
Anyone can play football at Magdalen and people of all abilities are welcome. Due to people’s busy schedules 
it’s always nice to have as many eager people as possible to rely on. In Michaelmas and Hilary we have 11-a -
side games mostly once a week but more frequent when cup competitions come around, and we play futsal in 
Trinity. It’s a great blend of competitiveness and a good laugh, along with getting to know many people in all years 
who you’ll be seeing around college a lot, so make sure not to forget your boots and shin pads for our training 
session in Freshers’ week.  

Women’s football is a brilliant team sport to get involved in, whether you’ve previously played for your school 
team, or if you’ve never kicked a ball about before (which is how most of our team started out!). The 
environment is super relaxed and the girls are extremely friendly. This makes college football a great way to 

IT 

Sports  

Post 
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get some exercise in and make friends with other people in Magdalen at the same time. 
 
Hockey 
Hockey at Magdalen is a lot of fun, very little commitment and really social -  absolutely no pressure to play in 
every match as long as you let us know! There is a practice session in Freshers’ Week, but normally there is 
no training sessions, only mixed matches against other colleges on Sundays. Again, sticks can be provided, 
but any other equipment needed will need to be your own. There are also the mixed hockey cuppers in Trinity, 
which is a fun and informal competition against other college teams. Hockey at Magdalen is very relaxed and 
a lovely way to get some exercise and spend time with friends - so do get involved! 
 
Rowing 
Rowing is definitely the sport Oxford is known for, and the sport is 
taken relatively seriously – meaning it is well-funded by college, 
making it a great time to try it out. Four out of five of us Freshers’ 
Reps row (sorry Maddie), and three of us will be captains next year, 
so we are the perfect people to ask about it! On the whole, the boat 
club offers weekly coached training sessions, training camps, gym 
access, as well as the chance to take part in some of Oxford’s most 
anticipated sporting contests (Summer Eights) and getting to witness 
views like these whilst you’re on the river. Rowing at Magdalen grew 
a lot last year, on both the Men’s and Women’s sides, and we’re 
super eager for more of you guys to get involved! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rugby 

College rugby is one of the most 
popular sports at Magdalen, both for players and spectators. It’s a great 
way to keep active, meet new people and play rugby in a relaxed 
environment. Whether you have never played before or are an 
experienced player, rugby at Magdalen is open to everyone. Every year, 
we welcome a range of people of all abilities. We train once a week with 
our professional coach, Simon, and you will undoubtedly see great 
improvements to your game in your time here. Matches are played every 
Saturday in Michaelmas and Hilary terms against other college teams. In 
Trinity term, we play rugby sevens. The rugby club has a vibrant social 
life and we aim to host as many social events as possible. There are 
weekly socials with other sports teams from Magdalen and other 
colleges, and there is also the opportunity to go on a tour. We hope you 
will make great friends and memories both on and off the pitch and look 
forward to welcoming you to the MCRFC family. 
 
Tennis 
Most of the tennis at Magdalen takes place during Trinity term when the 
Cuppers and League tournaments take place and Magdalen's six lovely 

grass courts open up. However, Magdalen also has three hard courts on which sporadic training takes place 
during the rest of the year. There’s plenty of opportunities for players of all abilities to get involved, though you 
may have to borrow equipment. 
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Balls are another fun, slightly silly, tradition that you’ll hear lots about during your time at Oxford. Basically, 
they are big fancy parties that happen in summer, but they can take place throughout the academic year. They 
can be quite expensive, and a ticket normally includes unlimited food, drink and access to any entertainment 
provided on the night. Commemoration balls are slightly fancier events, and group of colleges take turns to 
host one every three years. Next year (2023) it’s Magdalen’s turn, and tickets will go on sale in Michaelmas.   
We haven’t had a ball for seven years, so it’s expected to be quite a popular event, hence our including it in 
this introduction, as we don’t want any freshers to miss out! Information will be posted on the website and 
social media pages, which also have the email addresses of the committee should you have any questions.   
 
 
 

  

Balls 
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Drama (Magdalen Players) 
The Magdalen Players do two main things: firstly, we loan money to shows in Oxford with the aims of promoting 
student drama, and secondly, we’re responsible for the annual Magdalen Garden Play – a fantastic summer 
production set in the beautiful President’s Garden. Within that, we also organise drama at Magdalen, such as 
the annual intercollegiate Drama Cuppers competition in Michaelmas. Being a part of the Oxford Drama scene 
is so incredibly exciting and challenging, and can very quickly become the most fantastic rabbit hole to fall 
down. The Players want to make it accessible, whether that be in the form of helping shows gain funding, or 
putting them on ourselves to encourage new talent to have a go. 
 
Faith Discussion (Addison’s Society) 
Addison's Society is a multi-faith religious discussion group which meets over (free!) lunch to talk about various 
things. It is run by our very lovely Dean of Divinity. No religious affiliation is required. There is always a speaker 
or alternatively a point of discussion. Whether you're hungry or looking for an interesting and eye opening 
conversation, you should definitely drop in at least once. We have had some great speakers such as John 
Simpson talking about his time in the BBC, a Tibetan monk and a Jesuit priest. 
 
Film (Magdalen Film Society) 
Magdalen Film Society is a long established club in College that screens a wide variety of films in the Grove 
Auditorium. We invite everyone to join us on Sundays for big-flicks, and film nerds and enthusiasts to join us 
on Wednesdays for arthouse cinema.  
 

History (Macintyre Society) 
The Macintyre Society is the college history society and is designed to bring together all years doing history and 
joint schools. We run a few events per term, sometimes inviting outside speakers (famous previous guests 
include George Osborne) and sometimes doing more relaxed social events in college. Most importantly, the 
Macintyre Society can hold any event you feel is interesting and important, so if you get involved it is a 
wonderful opportunity to immerse yourself in your subject and explore your niche!  
 

Law (Atkin Society) 
The Atkin Society is Magdalen’s law society and contributes to the closeness of Magdalen’s lawyers. The Society 
puts on regular informal social events throughout the year, including our legendary curry nights, which often 
end up with the whole Society going out together! 
 
The Society also puts on three annual formal events. First is the Atkin Christmas Dinner, a black-tie event where 
each year group has a different role, from cooking to decorating to singing (and clearing up...), and the tutors 
attend - we’re one of only two subjects permitted to hold an event like this. In Hilary Term, there is the annual 
Atkin Moot, a full mock case on a point of law in front of a senior - often Supreme Court - judge, followed by a 
black-tie dinner. Finally, there is the Trinity Term Garden Party in the President’s Garden, to finish the year and 
say goodbye to the finalists.  
 
 
 
 

 

Medicine (Sherrington Society) 
Sherrington Society is the Magdalen medicine and biomed 
society. Anyone is more than welcome to come to our talks 
- this year we've had talks about what it's like to work for 
Doctors without Borders, how Ketamine can be used to treat 
anxiety, treating PTSD, looking after your mental wellbeing 
as a clinical medic, and much more. Our social events 
include a Christmas dinner, curries, welfare teas and a fancy 
end-of-term dinner (pictured to the right), so that you can get 
to know students in years above! 
 

 

Societies 
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Music 
The Magdalen Music Society comprises a number of student-led ensembles and aims to be inclusive of a wide 
variety of musical genres. Along with the termly concerts, each week there are two informal recitals taking place 
in the college auditorium and chapel that anyone can play in or attend. Among the ensembles run by the society 
are: Magdalen Big Band and Magdalen Singers, neither of which are auditioning and are both welcoming of 
students from across the university, not just Magdalen. 
 

Poetry (Florio Society) 
Magdalen’s poetry society, named after 
John Florio, meets every Sunday night 
to discuss poetry over a glass of red 
wine. Not just any poetry: poetry written 
by its society members. Every week the 
secretary of the society (currently Iona 
Rangeley-Wilson) choose a theme – 
however the poet is allowed to do their 
own thing if they prefer. Poems are 
submitted directly to Iona’s email. They 
are photocopied or printed 
anonymously, allowing poets to really 
express themselves and fearlessly show 
their true colours. We hope to see you 
sign up at the Magdalen Fresher’s Fair 
in October! 

 
The Choir 
Magdalen Choir is one of the three foundation choirs within Oxford University, although most other colleges 
now have their own choirs. There is also now a second choir at Magdalen, the Consort of Voices, who 
perform on Saturdays. A mixture of   undergraduate and postgraduate students at Magdalen, as well as 
choirboys from Magdalen College School form the choirs at Magdalen. The traditional Choir sing at least one 
service in the Chapel daily - you may also be familiar with their role in singing from the top of Magdalen tower 
at 6am every year on May Morning, which always draws huge crowds, and which Magdalen students can 
watch from the Cloisters lawns. 
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Want to appear on BBC2? Dreaming of becoming an internet meme? Hoping to make grandma proud? If so, 
look no further than University Challenge! Magdalen have won University Challenge the most times out of any 
University or College (tied with Manchester and Imperial College London), and we will be looking to continue 
this! In October, as usual, we’ll be looking for 4 players to represent Magdalen and apply for the 2022-2023 
edition of this iconic inter-university quiz show. If you’re interested, don’t be shy – plenty of players who don’t 
think they know much turn out to be brilliant at general knowledge, and the fact that it’s a team competition 
means that knowing absolutely nothing about physics/football/Classical music isn’t a problem! UC team try 
outs will be advertised at the start of Michaelmas Term; for more information. 

 

What’s more, there are other opportunities to try out competitive quizzing. Every year, Magdalen enters several  

teams for the Inter-Collegiate Quiz competitions (freshers-only in November, and the main competition from 
January-March). You’ll play group-stage (and if you’re lucky, knockout) matches against teams from other 
colleges. Most of the teams are novices, so this is a great way to try out University Challenge-style quizzing in 
a more relaxed setting – and maybe win glory for Magdalen!  

 
 

 
Welfare is taken very seriously at Magdalen and there are lots of routes to go down should you ever need any 
support. The Welfare team is a mixture of students, Fellows, counsellors and medical professionals – so whatever 
the problem is, there’s sure to be someone who can help. First, there is the JCR Welfare team (who will introduce 
themselves later in this booklet). They send out weekly emails about the welfare provision in college, and organise 
weekly Welfare Teas, amongst other events. The Welfare Team also provide free condoms and pregnancy tests in 
the Post Room, and can also reimburse things like emergency contraception, MoonCups, or taxis booked because 
of a welfare related issue. Additionally, there are trained Peer Supporters in college who you can talk to if you need 
any advice/support. 
 
One of the Deans is the Dean for Welfare, and can also be reached out to if you have any  
concerns. Additionally, we have a college counsellor and a college mentor – who can help you with a number 
of problems. There are also a great many people around who will be happy to help, and refer you to the right 
person to talk to, so don’t be afraid to reach out and ask! Your happiness at Magdalen and enjoyment of your 
time here should be your first and foremost priority.  

University Challenge 

Welfare 
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Faith 

Magdalen College welcomes everyone, irrespective of religious belief. The Dean 
of Divinity, Andrew Bowyer (andrew.bowyer@magd.ox.ac.uk), is available as 
appropriate to all students, and Chapel services are open to everyone. 
 
Magdalen also has a Muslim Society, open to non-Muslims and Muslims alike, 
which focuses on socials, discussion groups and speaker events, aiming at 
sharing and celebrating Islamic culture. 
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  Living in Oxford 

  Shopping 

Magdalen is right next to Cowley – which is a really cool area with lots of independent cafes, restaurants and 
shops, and is definitely worth a visit (or several). We’re also on the High Street, which has some more upmarket 
shops and restaurants, and is also where the Covered Market can be found. The Covered Market boasts a 
range of amazing independent shops and stalls and is a favourite lunch spot for lots of students. 
 
Going right at the top of the High Street brings you onto Cornmarket Street, which is home to your standard 
high street shops. Walking further along the High Street will bring you to the Westgate centre, a big shopping 
mall with your more traditional shopfronts. Oxford is a great place to shop, whether you’re after a small 
independent boutique or a big department store, and many of the main locations are within walking distance 
from Magdalen! 
 
 

 

For groceries, the obvious choice is the Sainsbury’s Local underneath the Waynflete (creatively nicknamed 
‘Waynsbury’s). However, they tend to charge a little bit more in here, and the selection isn’t great. For cheaper 
alternatives, there is a big Tesco on Cornmarket Street and another in Cowley, although it was shut for most 
of our first year – so I can’t testify on its size or proximity to college. 
 
For lunch, there is always Hall and the OKB. Outside of College, take a trip to Italiamo on the High Street for 
the best calzone ever or to the Alternative Tuck Shop (ATS) on Hollywell Street for delicious baguettes and paninis. 
There is also Taylors, a local chain dotted about Oxford, who will give you a free cookie with your coffee after 
2pm. The Covered Market is also a good place for lunch; Sasi’s Thai, Georgina’s, Alpha Bar and Brothers are 
particular favourites. A good brunch recommendation is Coco’s in Cowley – owned by Florence Pugh’s dad 
and featuring her signature on the wall! 

  
For dinner, most people dine in Hall or cook,    but if you want 
to go out then there are all the usual chains in the city centre, 

such as Wagamama’s, Pizza Express, GBK, Nando’s and 
Itsu, as well as fast food’s finest: KFC and McDonalds. If 

you’re looking for something more upmarket, head to Chiang 
Mai Kitchen on the High Street, Kazbar in Cowley, Pierre 

Victoire in Jericho or Quod for delicious food and cocktails. 
For a truly unique Oxford experience, nothing beats Cowley 

Road’s Mario’s Pizzeria followed by G&D’s ice cream. If 
you’re still in search of more food recommendations, I’m sure 
any upper years would be more than happy to tell you about 

their personal favourites. 
 

Finally, after a night out, there are a number of kebab and 
falafel vans parked along the High Street, including Ahmed’s, 

recently voted the best in the country.

Food 

Shopping  

Living In Oxford 
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There are hundreds of pubs in Oxford. Turf Tavern is an Oxford favourite with its friendly atmosphere, large 
beer garden and long list of famous guests. For Wetherspoons, there’s The Four Candles on George Street 
and the Swan and Castle by Oxford Castle. The Half Moon is super close to the Waynflete, stays open till late 
and is pleasantly quaint with its fairy lights and small rooms. For excellent pizza, head to the White Rabbit 
(which also has a lovely outdoor seating area). Other favourites include the Bear, the Crown and the Perch. 
The Library in Cowley offers something a bit different, often hosting themed music nights.  
 
Oxford is also a good city for bars. In the first instance, every college has a bar of some kind, serving cheap 
drinks and great atmosphere (St Peter’s is famously the best college bar). For something slightly more 
upmarket, there are also lots of cocktail bars! There’s branches of Be At One and The Alchemist, amongst 
other chains. The Varsity Club is a rooftop bar with several different rooms and great views across Oxford. For 
a more independent option, there’s the Mad Hatter, and Alice In Wonderland themed bar hosting Live Jazz 
nights on Tuesdays, and Karaoke on Thursdays. You have to answer a riddle to get in, and the cocktails are 
super fun.  

 
  Nightlife 

 

Oxford is not famous for its nightlife, but there are still some clubs where it’s possible to have a good night out! The 
student nights are usually during the week, and this guide talks you through the best place to head on each day. 
You’ll need to buy tickets for most club nights (we’ve sorted this for you for Freshers’ week), which are usually sold 
on FIXR. 

Monday 
Atik, or “Park End” hosts “Broke Mondays” where entry and drinks are discounted. Park End is one of Oxford’s 
biggest and busiest clubs, with three floors. The ‘cheese floor’ is found downstairs, and plays nothing but 
embarrassing songs from the last 40 years – it’s amazing! Expect lots of Abba and Disney soundtracks. The 
main floor is where you’ll find your more traditional club music, and the third room ‘Curve’ is dedicated to R&B.  
 

Tuesday 
Plush is normally the go-to venue on a Tuesday night as it is Oxford’s LGBTQ venue in Oxford, and ‘Tuesgays’ 
(organised by the LGBTQ society) usually end up here. Normally on a Tuesday, college LGBTQ+ reps host drinks 
in their college bar, before heading to University-wide pres at a dedicated college each week. Plush is the only club 
where you can’t prebook and have to pay on the door! Be warned – it is a maze of underground corridors and 
is famous for being quite sweaty.  
 
Wednesday 
Park End’s Wednesdays are one of the most popular nights in Oxford, as they are the designated Sports 
Team night (where University teams can get discounted tickets. There are often different themes each week 
(think “ABBA Night” or “Chicken Nugget Party”). 
 

Thursday 
Bridge Thursday is arguably the biggest student night of the week (and Bridge objectively has the best smoking 
area). There are three rooms in Bridge. The first, is a bit similar to Atik’s ‘cheese floor’, playing pop songs and 
remixes, though it’s not quite as cheesy (which could be a good thing or a bad thing, depending on your taste). 
Also on the ground floor is the R&B room, which has a limited capacity, so you may have to queue to get in. 
Upstairs – expect lots of smoke machines and techno music. 
 
Friday 
Fridays are not often big nights for students – but the club of choice would probably be Atik, as it is still very 
busy on a Friday 

Saturday 
Congratulations! You are coming to the college that holds the best Bops (Big Organised Parties). Bops are 
held in the OKB (with pres sometimes taking place in the JCR) by the Entz team every other Saturday. Bops 
are some of the best things about Oxford, especially at Magdalen! As they are held in college, they are free, 
and drinks are cheap as well. Additionally, every Bop has a theme (chosen by the Entz reps), and getting to 

Pubs and Bars 

Nightlife 
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see the ridiculous costumes people have managed to put together at the last minute is always so much fun. 
Imagine a school disco, but with alcohol…I promise they’re better than they sound. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bops tend to finish at 11:30 (or 12:30 if there’s a late licence), so its quite an early finish to the night. The Entz 
team usually have discount codes for Atik, which is usually the club of choice on a Saturday night.  

 
 
Sunday 
Free JCR brunch after a busy weekend!
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A full list of the JCR can be found on the website, but here are some introductions from some of the more key roles 
you might be hearing a lot from during your first term at Magdalen! 
 

President 
Daniel Dipper  

Hi everyone, I am Daniel, a third year History and Politics student and 
your JCR President! My job is to ensure all students feel represented, advocating 
for the undergraduate body in Magdalen at college meetings with fellows and 
other staff. Having grown up in Peterborough with a disability and been the first 
from my immediate family to go to university as well as being the first from my 
school to go to Oxford I know settling in can seem challenging, but remember we 
are all here on committee to make your time here as fun and pleasant as possible! 
You can always reach out to me if you have a chat or any questions or concerns. 

 
 
 

Vice President 
Henry Kay 

Hi, I'm Henry (2nd year HML) and I'm the JCR Vice President. My job is based around 
making the JCR run smoothly, so I coordinate the General Meetings (where we all vote 
on motions) and I'm responsible for the (constitution) rules of the JCR. The CPF (a fund 
to help people with creative projects) is also the VPs responsibility. Whilst it sounds a fair 
bit, it's a very relaxed job that just needs an email sending every now and then and doing 
the job in first year was a great way to get to know the JCR and people round college. 

 

 
 

Secretary 
Ciaron Tobin 

Hi! I’m Ciaron, I am a 2nd year studying History and currently the JCR Secretary. 
My role is to put together a term card of all fun events happening around college, 
send weekly emails about opportunities, organise committee meetings (order free 
pizza!), and take minutes during JCR meetings. Basically, I do all the fun 
administrative stuff. You’ll hopefully see me around college and am happy to 
answer any questions. See you all in October and enjoy summer! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The JCR Committee 
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Welfare Team 
Marianna Galluci (Welfare Officer), Raoul Pullela (Male Welfare Trustee) and Kate Bunn (Female 
Welfare Trustee) 

We’re Marianna, Raoul, and Kate, your welfare team for Michaelmas. We organise the 
welfare provision for undergraduates and offer welfare support. If you would like to talk 
about anything no matter how big or small in a confidential and supportive environment 
and/or you would like access to further support from college or the university, we are one 
of your first ports of call. We also run weekly welfare teas (basically just a chance to come 
and chat with us and other members of the JCR and eat snacks!) and other events like 
self-care events. We supply free condoms, lube, and pregnancy tests in pidge (where you 
get your post from), and we also reimburse reusable menstrual products, latex-free 
condoms, and panic alarms. Check out our social media if you’d like to see what we’re up 
to!  

https://www.facebook.com/magdalen.welfare 
 https://www.instagram.com/magdjcrwelfare/ 

 
Hi everyone! I’m Kate (she/her), the current Female Welfare Trustee for the Magdalen 
JCR. My role entails running events (such as the fabulous Welfare Teas on Sundays) 
with the rest of the Welfare Team and ensuring the college remains a welcoming 
community for everyone here! I’m a third-year French and German student and am 
currently on my Year Abroad but will be sending out weekly emails (along with many 
pictures of cute animals) and am always available if you need someone to chat to! 
 
 
Hi everyone, and firstly congrats for getting into Oxford!! My name is Raoul (he/him) 
and I’ll be your Male Welfare Trustee for your first term at Magdalen. Alongside Kate 
and Marianna, I’ll be here to make sure your adjustment to uni-life is as stress free and 
seamless as possible. It can be a daunting time with a lot of new experiences, and we 
would be happy to chat (add me on Facebook, or email us - welfare@magdjcr.co.uk, or 
find us at a welfare tea!) about anything that might be lingering on your mind. When I’m 
not doing my degree (as I probably should be) I’ll probably be playing sports or talking 

about last year's cuppers cricket success ! Hopefully I’ll be able to see you all soon 
and chat a little about what Magd Welfare can do for you! 

 

Disabled Students Officer  
Anna Lappin and Laura Norris 
 
Hey! We’re Anna (she/her) and Laura (she/her), your JCR Disabled Students Officers. Our role involves everything 
related to disability in college, like improving accessibility and supporting disabled students. We’ve recently compiled 
a Guide to Disability, available in your Fresher’s Packs, which details the disability support available from the 
college, university, and government. If you have any comments on what you’d like to see improved in the wider 
college/university, or if you’re seeking advice/support yourself, please do contact us! We’ve both been through the 
disability support systems ourselves, so we are more than happy to support you through that too. 
If you are planning events in college, we suggest you complete the very short SU Disability Training 101 (online), 
and contact us for further accessibility advice.  
 
Laura (3rd year English/Spanish) is in Spain this year on her year abroad, but is still happy to be contacted, 
especially in relation to physical conditions and dealing with adjustments/DAS: laura.norris@magd.ox.ac.uk 
 
Anna (2nd year Physics) is a trained Peer Supporter and is available to meet in person or online, especially to 
discuss specific learning difficulties: anna.lappin@magd.ox.ac.uk  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/magdalen.welfare
https://www.instagram.com/magdjcrwelfare/
mailto:laura.norris@magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:anna.lappin@magd.ox.ac.uk
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RaEM Officers 

Ezra Nathan-Stoute and Sarah Akintunde   
Hey guys! I’m Ezra, one of the ‘Racial and Ethnic Minorities’ representatives. My role is to 
look out for the POC students at Magdalen by making sure there are many opportunities for 
POC students to connect with each other, enacting structural changes to better support 
RaEM needs and being free to talk through any concerns POC students may have. We 
regularly have ‘RaEM teas’ where you can catch up with other students of colour, events 
such as the POC inter-college formal and we’re always available to help out. We look 
forward to meeting you and hope to see you at Magdalen RaEM events! 
 
 
 

 
Socio-Economic Rep    
Reanna Bowen 
Hi, I’m Reanna the socio-economic rep for college! My role generally consists of 
representing those in college who come from a background of social or economic 
disadvantage. This includes a whole range of students including first generation 
students, Crankstart Scholars and those who consider themselves to be working 
class. I am happy to answer any questions about funding etc, and hopefully will be 
running some events this term!! 
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  Subject Introductions 
 
Due to the makeup of the student body in our year we may not have been able to get a subject introduction for every 
course. We’re very sorry about this and hope that most of you will find the information you need. If your subject isn’t 
here, email one of us and we’ll try and put you in touch with an older year who can give you some information. 
 
First of all, welcome to Magdalen!! Huge congratulations on your offer, you should be very proud of yourself! 

Magdalen is an amazing college with beautiful grounds and extensive societies so there is lots for you to get up to 
during your time here. Archaeology and Anthropology is a very small cohort at Magdalen so you’ll easily get to know 
the whole group which is very lovely and more than happy to offer advice/help at any point during the year should 
you need it! Our main tutors, Courtney and Neil, are also wonderful and provide all sorts of useful feedback during 
tutorials (which I promise are not nearly as scary as they sound like on paper!). 
  
During your first two terms you’ll have several lectures a week: the modules range from world archaeology, human 
evolution, anthropological theory and studies like ritual, as well as discussions over fieldwork and methods within 
both disciplines. In addition to this, you’ll have three tutorials every two weeks, for which you’ll generally write an 
essay for. Occasionally, you’ll possibly make a presentation after carrying out a project as well! Don’t stress too 
much about these essays (especially the first one) as they get a lot easier over time and both Courtney and Neil will 
really help you improve very quickly. Other than that, you have plenty of time to get involved with extracurriculars or 
have fun with friends during term!  At the beginning of each term you will have to do collections - don’t worry, not 
when you first get here - which are essentially practice exams that really do not count and just give you an 
opportunity to get used to the exam format. These are a really good time to get all your notes together as you 
probably won’t have too much time before your end of year exams. 
  
As a final note, you’ve probably been sent a reading list; please don’t feel overwhelmed by this! You don’t need to 
read all of it. Make sure to really take a break this summer and relax, you’ve earned it! If you have any more questions 
or just want to say hi, my email is isabelle.kauer@magd.ox.ac.uk and the other first year student’s is 
madeleine.blackburn@ox.ac.uk 
 
 
Biochemistry  

Hello, I am Louis! I’m from Sheffield and I study Biochemistry. Magdalen is a great college for biochemists with great 
upper years and amazing tutors and an amazing college within itself with beautiful green spaces and buildings. 
Congratulations on your offer! 

In the first year, I found that my typical week of contact hours was divided between lectures (8-10 a week), tutorials 
and classes (1-3 a week), and practicals (~3 hours on Friday). The remainder of your time is for independent study, 
allowing you to complete work that you’ve been set and participate in extracurricular excitement. You will have one 
of your weekly tutorials with one of your interviewers Rob or Dom, these are lovely people! They will set you an 
essay or some reading for you to complete before the tutorial – Rob and Dom are excellent at making tutorial 
feedback a friendly, rewarding, and interesting discussion. Your other tutorials/classes will be organised by the 
department and the feedback will be done by different tutors usually in a larger group containing students from other 
colleges - work will be set in the form of a sheet from one of your modules (typically one from Quantitative (maths 
and stats) and one from Molecular, maybe one from Cellular, Mechanistic (organic chemistry), or Physical (physical 
chemistry). You will also have to complete a write up for your weekly practical and maybe a workshop to solve 
problems as a group! Don’t worry if this sounds overwhelming, it will all be explained much better when you get 
here! It is important to note that your tutors are here to help, they will gladly receive emails with your questions or 
concerns and will help you with the work in any way that they can. Additionally, you can always reach out to second 
years. You do not need to complete every piece of work perfectly, although I understand it feels like you must. There 
are usually 4-5 biochemistry offer holders per year, but you will also find that you share a lot of the content with 
Medics, the Biomedical Scientists, and even some with the Human Scientists. The Sherrington society (the medical 
sciences society) itself is based at Magdalen and there is a definite community of medical sciences students at 
college. 

Archaeology and Anthropology 

Subject Introductions 

 

Biochemistry  
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The college is in a great location for biochemists, only a 10-minute walk from the Teaching Labs and a 15-minute 
walk from the Biochemistry building. Equally as important, the college is incredibly close to amazing walks – such as 
university parks or Christchurch meadows; restaurants and supermarkets – along Cowley road; and isn’t far from 
Iffley sports grounds and Magdalen bear pit if you’re interested in sports. When you arrive, there will be plenty of 
opportunities to explore the different societies and clubs the university has to offer and chances to visit all the 
museums, galleries, and colleges dotted around the city. We look forward to welcoming you in October! 

 

 

Biology 

Hello and welcome to Biology at Magdalen! Congratulations on getting your offer and we really hope you’re looking 
forward to coming and joining us here. Magdalen is an amazing college with a super friendly atmosphere and is a 
great place to study biology: we have our own deer park (look forward to the deer counting tutorial at some point!!) 
and Addison’s walk, where you’ll find the infamous badgers and the odd kingfisher if you’re lucky, plus the labs and 
lectures are within 15 minutes walk from college, which is super handy. We’re also just over the road from the 
Botanical Gardens and close to Uni Parks too, so there’s plenty of amazing spaces around us. 

Currently, we have 4 tutors, Tim, Andrew, Fran and Lydia, who you’ll likely meet at some point in Fresher’s Week; 
they are all lovely and make settling into uni very easy – don’t be scared of them at all. There are around 6-8 
biologists in each year group at Magdalen, so try and reach out to each other if you group if you can, but no worries 
if not as you’ll quickly get to know each other when you’re here. 

As for the course, the first year is divided into 3 core topics that are covered throughout the first year: Building a 
Phenotype, which focusses on biochemistry, cell biology and genetics, Diversity of Life, a crash-course on 
microbiology, fungi, plants and animal diversity (including a t-shirt coordinated lecture series from Peter Holland on 
all the different animal phyla) and Ecology and Evolution, which is fairly self-explanatory! There is a 4 week 
orientation period at the start of Michaelmas term where the workload isn’t as intense to start with and you have a 
few introductory lectures/labs/field trips (definitely bring wellies/walking boots and a waterproof) to help you get use 
to the uni ways and get to know the other biologists from other colleges – Biology is a very sociable degree and you 
get to know people on the course much better than a lot of other courses, so try and make the most of this and get 
to know as many people as you can at the start and try anything new that takes your fancy. There is also a week-
long field trip in the summer. 

Our average first year week consists of about 8 hours of lectures, 2 practicals, a tutorial and a few other sessions, 
including computer classes, synthesis sessions and stats lessons (all of which tend to be an hour), giving you a nice 
balance of being occupied in the days, but leaving enough time for tutorial preparations, societies/sports and 
socialising as well. The main deadlines each week are the weekly essays, so you don’t have to pull too many late 
night library grinds! 

We can’t wait to welcome you to Magdalen in October – enjoy the summer and we’ll see you soon :D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biology 
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Congratulations on getting your offer to study at Magdalen! You’ve worked really hard to get here and I hope you’re 
proud of what you’ve achieved. This is an extremely exciting time, but I also appreciate how daunting it can all seem 
so hopefully this will give you a brief overview of what to expect and I’ll leave my email at the end so I can answer 
any questions you may have in more depth. 

As I’m sure you already know, biomedical sciences is an extremely broad degree. Your first year is split into four 
main courses: body & cells, genes & molecules, brain & behaviour and math, chemistry & physics. You’ll have 
around 12 lectures a week, but it can vary quite a bit. On top of the lectures, we also usually have a practical, a stats 
tutorial and 1-2 tutorials with our college tutors a week. 

You’ll be set an essay for pretty much every tutorial, which is quite intimidating at first if, like me, you hadn’t written 
an essay since GCSE, however, it’ll soon become quite familiar, and they’ll become easier to write the more practice 
you get. In the tutorials, you’ll go over the topic of your essays and they really help to consolidate your knowledge 
and stretch yourself. Most weeks you will also be set a stats worksheet, which you’ll go over in a stats tutorial. These 
ones are slightly different from college tutorials as you’ll be in a small group with people from other colleges. 

Lectures are also a great opportunity to meet biomeds at other colleges. There tends to be around 40 biomeds a 
year and 2-3 at each college, making it a relatively small course and so you’ll become close in no time. You’ll quickly 
find out, like I did, that there are loads and loads of super friendly people in Oxford, and you’ll form some great 
friendships. 

I’m sure you’ll have loads of fun at magdalen over the next few years. Don’t be scared to get in touch if there’s any 
more questions you have about the course, I’ll be more than happy to answer them. My email is 
joely.mynott@magd.ox.ac.uk, I look forward to meeting you and I hope you have a good summer!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of all the second year chemists, congratulations on making it to Oxford. Magdalen really is one of Oxford’s 
most beautiful colleges and you have a lot to look forward to. Chemistry has a reputation for being one of the more 
demanding subjects that Oxford has to offer, but if you manage your time right you’ll have plenty of opportunities to 
get involved in everything else the University has to offer and have some fun. 
  
A typical week for a Magdalen chemist is fairly contact hours heavy. There are two lectures every morning at 9am 
and 10am, but they are also recorded if you’re not much of an early riser (I would definitely recommend going in 
person though). Labs are twice a week from 11-5, either on Monday/Tuesday or Thursday/Friday. We’re really lucky 
that Oxford has one of the best undergraduate labs in the country with all the latest equipment. It’s quite a big step 
up from what most people have done at school but you’ll be able to choose a lab partner, and there’s plenty of 
guidance so they’re not something to worry about - plus you get to do some pretty cool experiments. Each week 
your tutors will set you a tutorial sheet (usually consisting of reading, notes and questions on a given topic), a 
problems sheet and a maths sheet, followed by a tutorial, chemistry class and maths class to go over each one. 
Tutorials are small group discussions (1-3 people) with a tutor where you’ll discuss that week’s topic whilst classes 
are usually larger (4-7 people) and are used to go over the problems. Magdalen has tutors in all three areas of 
chemistry (physical, organic and inorganic) and the term is divided into 2/3 week blocks where you’ll have tutorials 
and classes on each. Maths is also taught in college throughout the term. It might sound like a lot, but within a few 
weeks you’ll fall into a regular schedule and have all this figured out. 
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If you have any questions (however small), all the second years are very happy to help out. Feel free to get in 
contact with me at dylan.john@magd.ox.ac.uk. 

 

 

 
 

Hello and welcome to Magdalen Classics! You’ll be pleased to hear that the workload is considerably lighter 
(especially for course 1A) than for other subjects… which gives you plenty of time to get stuck in with all of the 
societies and opportunities that Oxford offers. Let me tell you a little about the structure of the course. If you have 
studied Latin and/or Greek before, then you have once weekly 9am (argh!) refresher lessons (called MILCs) for each 
that are, truth be told, a little pointless but do provide some incentive to keep up with principle parts so try not to skip 
them. They’re also one of the only ways to properly meet people from other colleges, which is a huge bonus. If 
you’re learning a language from scratch you’ll have daily MILCs, and a considerably higher work load. These only 
last for the first two terms (thank goodness) and then all the language teaching is done in college. In addition to 
these MILCs Magdalen has the lovely Antony who takes you for one-on-ones (or two-on-ones) in his study every 
week where he goes over the grammar basics again and these are very useful to keep the language skills ticking 
over. And he brings snacks. And he never sets any work.  
The only actual work you need to do is the weekly essay (which are really only 6 a term, with two weeks off for a 
presentation or commentary). The reading lists are prioritised which is very useful and helps you get away with the 
bare minimum, although it is also extensive for those more academically minded… The essays are about 1800 
words and the titles are generally quite interesting, and the deadlines are nice and flexible. In the first term you study 
the Iliad which is a super exciting way to start the course, and in the second term it’s the Aeneid which I much 
preferred. Your essay is marked by the tutor and then discussed in the tutorial, but I find that usually the tutorial is 
not that specific to your work but rather a discussion/ lesson about the tutor’s opinion on the title which is great 
because you can take notes and learn how to actually answer the question in the way they want. There are also 
lectures which I totally ignored in my first term, but I have now realised that I have literally nothing better to do so 
might as well go. And some of them are pretty interesting, and I’ll definitely be grateful when it comes to Mods.  
In addition to the essays are the weekly translation tests— they expect you to be reading the Iliad/Aeneid in the 
original as you go along which you can either do properly with a dictionary/Perseus etc or treat as difficult unseens 
(the former is preferable; the latter is acceptable). As you can probably tell I’ve had a super chill first two terms which 
has meant I’ve had a load of fun and met some great people, but next term the workload will escalate considerably 
as they introduce the philosophy (so that’s two essays a week!!) and it might be time to buckle down. But enjoy the 
first two terms and relish the fact that there are no prelims in the first year! Can’t wait to meet you and if you have 
any questions feel free to get in touch with me: artemis.ffytche@magd.ox.ac.uk
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Congratulations on your offer! These past few years have been incredibly disruptive for everyone so you've done 
amazingly well to get where you are! Magdalen is a beautiful place to study and we can't wait to welcome you here 
in October. 
Classics and English works a bit differently from other Classics Joint Honours degrees; your first year will be mainly 
language learning with no compulsory essays, delivered in the form of an hour-long class every morning at the 
Ioannou centre. This will involve lots of vocabulary and grammar exercises with longer translations and 
commentaries on texts coming later in the year (your tutor will take you through how to do these so don’t worry if 
they sound a little intimidating now!). This can feel like quite a lot of content to consolidate but the faculty and college 
language tutors are always happy to give you one-on-one time to help you with anything you’re struggling with. You 
will probably be offered the chance to attend English language paper 1 classes to break up the monotony of 
language learning; we’re not examined on this paper until second year so it can be a nice chance to get to know the 
other English students without the pressure of having to submit any written work! I was also given the chance to do 
some additional essays on the Renaissance English paper (which the other English students study next year) and 
the Aeneid in translation but these tutorials are conducted on an informal basis and are completely optional so tutors 
are very understanding and willing to be flexible if you’re ever feeling overwhelmed. Whether or not you end up 
doing these tutorials I would highly recommend paying a visit to the Magdalen Old Library which is full of the most 
amazing ancient books and manuscripts including very early editions of many of the texts you’ll be studying in 
second year! 
There’s usually only one classics and English student at Magdalen every year but you will still be invited to events 
hosted by both faculties so there will be plenty of opportunities to meet your course mates. The classics society in 
particular hosts a mix of interesting guest speakers and more laid-back social events, making it a fun way to get to 
know other Magdalen classicists. 
This also means I will most likely be your college parent so feel free to drop me an email at evelyn.temple-
hall@magd.ox.ac.uk if you ever have any questions or concerns. I can’t wait to meet you in October and I’m sure 
you’ll enjoy your time at Magdalen! 
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Classics and Modern Languages keeps you busy! I’m Helen, currently in my final term of First Year reading Classics 
and German, and to give you an idea of the course structure once you’re here, in my first term I had six hours of 
faculty language classes per week, plus two slots per week in college (one for language, one for literature), as well 
as lectures. Regardless of which combination you’re doing (and how busy I become balancing the subjects!) I’ll 
always be happy to help as a fellow CML (the abbreviation people tend to use) student. You may be aware how 
small the course numbers are, so it’s always good to have someone in college, which will become your home, to 
compare/confer/commiserate with.  
 
That being said, there is actually someone in one of my weekly language classes (Greek) who does CML, but there 
are so many variations of the course that our schedules otherwise look entirely different. The biggest divergence at 
this stage is whether you take the Prelims route (Option A, or 1) or the Mods route (Option B, or 2), each of which 
consist of further subdivisions, i.e. which modern language you’ve chosen, and which, if any, ancient languages you 
already know. Because of this variety, I’ve tended to feel that my cohort is not actually fellow CML students, rather 
both German students as well as Classics students, whom I’ve encountered separately in my separate classes. It’s 
the best of both worlds. Because I’m doing the Mods route, for now I feel particularly like a Classicist, because Mods 
gives you the opportunity to sit the same exams pure Classicists sit at the end of their first five terms before adding 
in a modern language. Although you may not be doing exactly the same as me, the point is that you’ll get to  feel like 
a member of two large cohorts rather than just the tiny group of CML students! 
 
Either way, the course in all its guises provides a good balance of language and literature, such that my weeks tend 
to involve lots of contact hours (as far as Humanities are concerned). For an ancient language you might have 
studied in school, the University provides one one-hour class per week; for an ancient language you might be 
starting from scratch, there are five per week. These are held at the Classics Faculty (Iannou Centre) or Examination 
schools, and although the Classics Faculty may be further than Examination Schools (which is five minutes away 
from Magdalen), its proximity to Najar’s, supplier of the best falafel in Oxford and beyond, makes it worth it. What’s 
more, as a CML student, I should point out that iit is also conveniently near the Modern Languages Library (the 
Taylorean), although I’ll leave it up to you to decide which is the greater benefit! The faculty held classes are a great 
opportunity to meet like-minded people from other colleges. The time I’m not spending in language classes is 
generally devoted to literature - reading primary and secondary texts, and then writing essays, the topics of which I 
get to discuss with my tutors in tutorials, at least once a week. Besides all of this, as a CML student I’ve had still time 
to enjoy and make the most of Oxford, be that trying new cafes with friends, going to big organised parties (BOPs) in 
college, or taking part in loads of societies, things that are just as worth looking forward to as the course itself. 
 
My Oxford email address is helen.edwards@magd.ox.ac.uk, so please feel free to reach out if you have any more 
questions! I haven’t gone into too many specifics about the course, just because I’m not sure exactly which iteration 
you’ll be doing, but if you ever want to let me know, I’m more than happy to go into more detail.  
 
 
 

 
Hi freshers!! 
 
Congrats on making it to Oxford, and welcome to Magdalen college! I’m sure you’ll have the time of your life here! 
 
Magdalen is a beautiful place - Addison’s walk is magnificent. Not only that, it has some awesome people which 
you’ll meet and become friends with! 
 
To start off, in Michaelmas, you’ll have 5 courses - Probability, Linear Algebra, Discrete Mathematics, Functional 
Programming and Ethics & Responsible Innovation. For some of those you’ll have lectures in the Computer Science 
department which is a 20 minute walk from Magdalen. The courses are pretty different from each other, so I’m sure 
you’ll find your favourite! 
 
There are also practicals for some of the courses, which means you’ll have some hands-on experience with little 
programming projects. They explore some fundamental but interesting problems and can be fun to tinker with. 
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There isn’t much you need to do to prepare for the course right now (the courses were designed for people who 
don’t have programming experience) - all you need is a laptop and the willingness to learn. The course will begin 
with Haskell and a ton of math, so it might help to revise anything you might have forgotten since you were last in 
school, such as calculus (although I still don’t know how to integrate anything other than table formulas). Also, it is 
very helpful to put every tutorial and lecture into your phone’s calendar. In the beginning, organising and figuring out 
when and where you need to go is quite hard. 
 
Oxford’s tutorial system is one of the cool parts of studying here. It is pretty fun as you have time to solve the 
problem sheets for your courses, after which you review them together with a fellow student and your tutor. 
 
There are many societies and events in Oxford you can try. I recommend visiting the ones you think might be 
interesting in Michaelmas  - there are quite a lot of options! 
 
Overall, studying here can be challenging at times, but I fully believe you’ll enjoy it and find the right balance for you! 
 
Good luck and have fun! 
Viktor(viktor.kozhuharov@magd.ox.ac.uk) 
Sasha(sasha.walker@magd.ox.ac.uk) 
Seo Jin(seojin.park@magd.ox.ac.uk) 
Kiefer(kiefer.chow@magd.ox.ac.uk) 
 
PS: Although the previous handbook said functional programming is awesome, I think the real top subject is 
probability :o 

 

 

   
Congratulations on your offer and making it into Magdalen!!  (You've picked well, it's of the most beautiful and 
biggest colleges in Oxford, one lap around the deer park and all your worries will disappear.)  
 
Engineering is most definitely one of the most contact-hours heavy degrees at Oxford, however the content is 
perfectly manageable, and forms a good routine for your week, leaving plenty of time of socializing and whatever 
else you want to spend the rest of your time doing. I highly recommend organising your time well but please don't 
stress about the workload or the sheets, the tutors know that this is a huge change and are here to help you (so are 
all of the second years - just give us a shout :) ).  
 
As part of the course, you will have labs once a week. They're normally in the Thom Building (Home of the 
Engineering Department), although some labs like computing are online for us at the moment - fingers crossed it 
should all be back to normal for you guys!  Normally they last from 11-5, with only minimal prep-work required, and 
once you get into them the time flies by. A little tip, try to do the lab prep the night before at the latest, it's stressful to 
try and get it done the morning of! Labs are great fun and one of the best bits of the course.  
 
In addition to labs, we also have about 8 lectures a week, as well as 2 problem sheets, which have 2 tutorials 
associated with them. These cover 1 of 4 topics, Maths, Electronic and Information Engineering, Structures and 
Mechanics, and Energy. Don’t worry about understanding everything at the time though, the tutors are all really 
friendly and happy to help, go and ask them if you have any questions. First term is mostly maths, and most of this is 
covering the Further Maths A level course and then taking it a bit further so the skills can be used in the other areas 
of the course - if you haven't done further maths, it's all going to be covered again now but maybe just read a 
revision guide over the summer to have an idea about what's going to come up. I'm not suggesting lots of work at all 
(don't worry!) but it might be a bit fast paced if it's all completely brand new.  
 
The problem sheets take quite a while to get done - probably a day/ a day and a half each, so although it's possible 
to get them done the day before they're due, it's a bit easier if you start them a tiny bit in advance. The library has 
lots of textbooks to help, but the lecturers give lots of lecture notes that are the most helpful in explaining everything 
again.  
If you have any questions, just come and find me or message me on facebook or 

email holly.passant@magd.ox.ac.uk   
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Welcome to Magdalen! First of all, well done for getting in, especially on our course as there are not many of us in a 
year! I do English and French (or *read* English and French, if you want to use the Oxford lingo) but hopefully you 
find this useful regardless of your combination. 

In terms of what your week will look like, it really depends week on week: some weeks are more language heavy, 
whereas English can take up a lot of your time in other weeks. However, I have found that there’s a set amount of 
language work in French and prep work for English language classes that structures my week; use that to really 
frame how much free time there is to complete the language work, read and write the essays for each half of your 
degree. This is a lot easier when you know which days are more language-class heavy, as it gives you the structure 
of a languages degree with the flexibility and the fewer contact hours in English- the best of both worlds, in a sense. 
I think the most difficult part of first year is balancing the double deadlines from both departments that can fall on the 
same day sometimes, so don’t make the mistake of thinking your ‘free’ days are a chance to do nothing—especially 
when you have an upcoming essay (or two!), but also feel free to discuss deadlines with your tutors in a way that 
gives them long enough to properly read your essay and yourself enough time to complete it. Again, it’s all about 
balance and finding a week-on-week schedule that works for you (though for a course like ours, it’s more a 
fortnightly juggling act). Test out different times and places to work and try to get into the rhythm of getting the term 
work done in a way that works for you. 

In terms of lectures, it’s been a mixture of online/pre-recorded and in-person at the English Faculty or the Exam 
Schools- in opposite directions, mind you, but both are a very short walk away from Magdalen. 

If you don’t really know what to expect like I did, that’s absolutely fine: what you won’t learn from this handbook, 
you’ll learn along the way and Magdalen also has a large support team, so, even if you’re not sure what help can be 
provided (academic, welfare, etc), ask anyway. 

If you have any questions about what English & French is like at Magdalen, I’ll be here for the next 3 years, so feel 
free to get in touch with me at: jolina.bradley@magd.ox.ac.uk 

 

 
Hi everyone – welcome to Oxford and to Magdalen! Massive congratulations to all of you for your offers and your 
hard work, and especially well done for choosing Magdalen :)  
 
College can seem quite big and intimidating when you get here, but you’ll soon realise it’s not that much of a maze 
and come to really appreciate all the space we have. You can walk around the deer park easily and they’ll give you a 
serotonin hit big enough to last the rest of the day – particularly when you first arrive and there are conkers on the 
trees that you can feed them.  
 
The majority of our lectures this year were online, which I’m sure you’re all used to and will be able to navigate really 
easily if you need to, but it looks like we should be going back to in-person in October. All the information for the 
different lectures of each term is compiled into a lecture list you’ll be emailed at the beginning of term so you can go 
through it then and write everything down, or do it week by week, however you prefer. Luckily, Magdalen is really 
close to the English Faculty so it’s not too much of a trek to lectures, and it means you can get books from the library 
there easily too.  
  
Not many of the lectures are compulsory, but you should try to go to any that relate to the topic or author you’re 
concentrating on that week simply because it might give you some ideas as well as contextualising your topic in the 
period, or explaining a theory with examples.  
 
In terms of contact hours, English is a pretty low maintenance degree: in a normal week in the first term, you’ll have 
a one-on-one tutorial about the essay you’ve written for the Victorian paper, a seminar for the Introduction to 
Literature and Language (which means meeting as a group and discussing a theory/field of study), and a class for 
Old English. It can be a step up from school with an essay a week for one paper alone, but I promise you’ll find a 
balance and everyone here knows what you’re thinking and worrying about and can likely help, so please reach out 
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if you’re struggling –  it’s not a problem to extend a deadline slightly or hand in an essay plan instead of an essay if 
you’re having one of those weeks. We’re also lucky enough to be able to choose what we want to focus on each 
week so hopefully you won’t hate your essay title too much!  
 
You’ll definitely find it helpful to have read some of the bigger Victorian novels, just so that you’re familiar with the 
style and content and don’t have to try and read Vanity Fair in two days – but please, please don’t take this as an 
order to read Vanity Fair and concentrate on enjoying your summer. The reading list is daunting and infinite so don’t 
let it hang over your holidays - but trying to get through some of those larger novels will help long-term.  
 
Old English is very confusing to start, so if you have time to glance over some of the texts or the textbook it might 
make you feel more comfortable, but please don’t worry if you can’t get your head around it as you’ll be taught 
completely from scratch and it’ll start to make sense eventually!  
 
Relax, enjoy the holidays and we’re looking forward to meeting you. If you have any questions, please just email me 
(grace.gibson@magd.ox.ac.uk), I’d be more than happy to try and find the answer for you when I inevitably don’t 
know it.  

 
 
 
 
Hi! And congratulations again for your place at both the best college, and the best course! Experimental Psychology 
is quite a small course at Magdalen, with normally only 3 or 4 students across the EP and PPL branches of 
Psychology. However, this means you should be able to develop a good relationship with both your tute (tutorial) 
partners, and your tutors. There are only 53 EP students in each year across the entire university, so it is one of the 
smaller courses. However, in your first year you’ll share some lectures with Human Sciences and Biomedical 
Sciences students, so there’s lots of time to mix and meet people.  
 
The Psychology course is about to change at Oxford, so a lot of the information I have from my first year won’t be 
entirely relevant for you guys! The changes aren’t massive, so I should (hopefully) still be able to answer any 
questions about content – but the structure has changed from a three year to a four year course. This means that 
you guys will take your first year exams at the end of Trinity (third term), not Hillary (second term) like we did. First 
year exams (Prelims) are really nothing to worry about, and they are even further away for you. They don’t have any 
impact on the kind of degree you graduate with and you only need to pass to move on with the course. They’re 
basically just a way for the Department to ensure that everyone is at the same level with the Introductory courses, as 
a lot of it is new content. First year essentially just builds a foundation for the second and third year of the course. 
 
The Introductory courses in first year are in Psychology, Neurophysiology and Statistics, and you will sit a paper on 
each at the end. This means that, weirdly, a lot of your time is spent not doing any actual study of Psychology! Don’t 
worry if this feels odd, the Neurophysiology and Statistics courses are very closely related to Psychology and will 
teach you so many useful skills for both your course, and other fields. After first year, the course focuses a lot more 
on Psychology, but you’ll find little bits of information from the other two areas cropping back up every now and 
again.  
 
Psychology is kind of in between a Humanities and a STEM degree, meaning you get all of the independent reading 
and essay writing, as well as all of the contact hours – woohoo! However, this means you develop a wide range of 
different skills, and learn in lots of different ways which really helps getting to grips with the content. The three 
courses mean you’ll have three tutorials a week, each with a different tutor. There will also probably be about six 
lectures, but this may vary from week to week. The work set by your tutors can also vary slightly. Normally for 
Psychology tutorials, you’ll be asked to write an essay. These essays can be intimidating, but you will quickly take 
on lots of feedback to help you develop your skills, and no one is expecting you to come up with the perfect essay 
straightaway! The other psychologists and I will always be around to give you tips or guidance. For Neurophysiology, 
you may be set another essay, or some multiple choice questions (as this is how the subject is examined). Finally, 
Statistics tutorials involve a ‘problem sheet’ with a bunch of questions covering the topic covered that week. This 
might sound like a lot of work, but it’s totally doable, and as I said, no one is expecting you to be perfect straight 
away. The tutors will be very understanding of the fact that it might take some time to adjust, and there’s plenty of 
time for you to develop your own work schedule.  
 
Finally, don’t be afraid to reach out if you need some help. The Psychology Fellow for Magdalen, Lucy Bowes, is 
absolutely lovely (as are the rest of the teachers) and all of the students are equally friendly. I’m sure you will all be 
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fine, but if you’re ever stuck, or anxious about anything, give any of us a shout and we’ll be happy to reassure you. 
 
Psychology is a fascinating degree, that covers a broad range of different areas, and I’m sure you’ll love it just as 
much as I do. We are all so looking forward to meeting you – feel free to add me on Facebook (Jessica Tunks) or 
email me (jessica.tunks@magd.ox.ac.uk) with any questions beforehand! 
 

Congratulations on your offer to read Fine Art at Magdalen College! You’ll find that this is a very lively community to 
be a part of, with many exciting extra-circular programs and creative opportunities throughout the year. the Fine Art 
program allows for two very different experiences at Oxford, as you’ll be with people from the Ruskin as well as 
Magdalen college.  
  
Firstly, we’ll go over what the first-year course structure will be like. In first year, your time will be split between 
studio practice, Anatomy and History and Theory. You will also be paired with a different personal tutor each term, 
who you’ll meet with bi-weekly where you can discuss what you’re working on, ask questions, or get advice about 
your practice. There are weekly workshops you can sign up for which focus on painting, sound, sculpture, film, 
printing, and performance. Also, we have artists’ talks each Thursday, either online or in-person, which can be a 
great way to learn more about the art world and various mediums. You’ll also have your own studio space, most 
likely at High Street, but I encourage you to also explore all the available resources at Bullingdon (this is where a lot 
of the film/photography/printing equipment is). Utilizing your studio space is a great way to get to know fellow 
students throughout the Ruskin and learn a little bit about what other people are interested in or working on. 
Anatomy lectures will be each Wednesday, and there is usually an activity at the end to help you consider how 
anatomy can tie into your art. You’ll have the opportunity to go to the Medical Sciences Teaching Centre in Hillary 
term (second term), which is a unique experience from the Ruskin. There is also an anatomy project that you’ll work 
on and then present to members of your year at the beginning of Trinity term (third term). For History and Theory, 
you’ll have one lecture each month, followed by weekly seminars and then an essay due in 4th and 8th week, one of 
which will be submitted towards prelims. This same model will apply to Hillary term. There is no History and Theory 
in the summer term, which allows you to solely focus on personal practice.  
  
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you here in October, and if you have any questions please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch. 
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Hey! Welcome to Magdalen College! Congratulations on your offer to study History Your fellow Historians can’t wait 
for you to join our hearty family.  

History at Magdalen is distinctly a really rewarding course, especially if you’re passionate about the subject (which 
we’re sure you all are)! Workload wise you can typically expect 3 essays per 2 weeks. May seem much but you’ll get 
used to it very quickly! Each essay feels like a refreshing shift. One day you’ll be exploring the Bodleian, and another 
looking in Magdalen’s old library for medieval artifacts. In any case, Magdalen’s History tutors are really 
experienced, kind and nurturing, so don’t feel afraid to reach out to them if you’re struggling or need some extra time 
– in my case they (luckily) understand the need for an extension, even if you ask an hour before the deadline!  

A practical word of advice – you cover four papers in Year 1 (British History, European and World History, Historical 
Methods and an Optional Subject). However, students are required, over their full 3 years, to have taken papers 
which cover different time periods (early/medieval, middle, late) and geographical regions (e.g within and outside 
Europe). Because of this, it’s important to choose your papers for Year 1 wisely and based on your interests, so that 
you’ll have the freedom to pursue topics which really interest you for Finals in Year 2 and Year 3! More details about 
the Faculty’s paper requirements can be found on their website. If not, the tutors should be sending something 
around before the start of term.  

All in all, the beauty of reading History at Oxford, and particularly at Magdalen, is the freedom, even within the 
confines of the papers, to explore issues you care about and to put forward your own take on things, which our 
tutors frequently encourage and push us to do! Tutorials usually include some essay feedback but it’s mostly more 
of an informal discussion about broader themes where your tutors challenge your ideas and help you refine them.   

Additionally, the flexibility of the course having few contact hours allows you to get stuck into one of the many 
societies, or magdalens JCR (as I have as Secretary), so your social life will be sure to flourish… 

Lastly, we know how daunting it must feel to be beginning your studies at Oxford. But the tutors chose you for a 
reason! None of us are perfect and beneath many smiling exteriors, your cohort mates and fellow Historians are 
probably just trying to hold it together – ask any of us we’d tell you the same thing. And that’s okay. No one’s 
expecting you to come with all the answers and we promise you as long as you come as yourself you will enjoy 
every minute of Oxford and History!  

If you have any questions please do message me at 
Ciaron.tobin@magd.ox.ac.uk 
 
Hope to see you guys soon!!! 
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Welcome to Magdalen! Congratulations on making your offer and welcome to the Magdalen HisPol family! There’s 
only a few of us in each year (in our year there’s two of us, Daniel and I [Ciara]) but we interact plenty with each 
other and the other History students, as well as the PPEists, so you’ll get to make lots of friends on your course or 
similar subjects!  
  
For History and Politics, you do two papers in each subject in your first year, so four overall. For History you take 
one outline paper (a period of either British or European and World History - in our year, I (Ciara) took European and 
World History 1400-1650 and Daniel took British Isles 1688-1848), and one ‘historical methods’ paper (I studied a 
historical German foreign text and Daniel studied the Approaches papers in Economics and Sociology). As you can 
probably tell from our options, there’s quite a range of what you can study with the History section of prelims! You 
also do two politics papers; Introduction to the Practice of Politics, which is compulsory, and then either Introduction 
to the Theory of Politics (which I’ve taken) or Theories of State (which is a History paper but included as a politics 
option, and which Daniel took). These are both intended to lay the foundation for the rest of your Politics degree 
after which you specialise more.  
  
Our contact hours varied a fair bit between terms - I found that I had much more in Hilary than in Michaelmas, for 
example, and the least in Trinity as we were focusing on exam prep. In both Michaelmas (first term) and Hilary 
(second term), I had one or two essays a week which resulted in about 3-4 hours of tutorials per week, as well as 
classes and lectures. In Hilary you will also have some more reading, homework and biweekly labs for the QStep 
paper as a part of the Practice of Politics paper in which you write a paper over Easter on variations in democracies. 
Contact hours can vary depending on papers but from my experience tutors are very considerate if you are ill, 
experiencing other problems etc., so don’t worry about asking for extensions or extra help. You might also end up 
with some tutors outside of college - for my Foreign Text paper I was based with a tutor in Univ.   
  
In terms of summer reading, I read all of the suggested politics readings as most of these are very useful - I 
particularly recommend having a look through the Lijphart, as your QStep essay will be on this, and some chapters 
of Principles of Comparative Politics. In terms of History, it’s really up to you but it’s worth looking at least some of 
the readings, especially if your tutor recommends any. If you take a Foreign Text definitely make sure to read those 
before you come to Magdalen if possible - if you are taking the German paper I’m happy to offer help with this as it’s 
quite hefty! But also make sure you get rest after your A-Levels - Oxford terms are very intense and so you don’t 
want to burn out before you get here. Also don’t worry too much about making notes on texts you read before you 
get to Oxford - make notes on some few key points, but if they’re important you’ll come back to them anyway.   
  
If you have any questions about History and Politics, our papers, or about Oxford in general, feel free to email me at 
ciara.rushton@magd.ox.ac.uk or Daniel at daniel.thomas2@magd.ox.ac.uk. Enjoy your summer and we’re 
looking forward to meeting you in October!  
 

 
A massive congratulations on your offer to study Human Sciences at Magdalen. The course is one of the smaller 
ones offered at the university, with generally 2 or 3 Human Scientists in each year at Magdalen. This means it’s fairly 
easy to meet everyone on your course! It’s a fantastic, very broad and holistic degree, giving you a chance to really 
study all aspects of humans and their behaviour. You’ll more than likely find yourself enjoying subjects you might 
never have considered or even have heard of. 
The course is split into 5 main papers in first year – physiology and genetics; ecology and evolution; sociology and 
demography; society, culture, and environment; and quantitative methods. Within each of these main courses, 
tutorials are divided into subtopics such as social anthropology, human geography, or speciation. Each term, there 
are about 12 tutorials which will require essays or problem sheets to be completed beforehand, meaning that every 
fortnight, you’ll generally be required to do 3 essays and 2 problem sheets (the latter for quantitative methods). 
There are usually about 5 to 7 lectures each week and around 40 to 45 per term (at least, this was the case for us!). 
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Often, your tutorials will not align perfectly with the term’s lectures – you might have demography tutorials a term 
before being given the lectures – but online resources for each topic will be made available to you at the start of the 
year, which can be helpful to prepare for tutorials. At first, the essays you’re assigned may seem a bit overwhelming, 
but just do your best – no tutor expects perfect work first thing. In Hilary term (second term), 2 or 3 labs sessions will 
also be held. Apologies if this all sounds confusing - it all falls into place once you arrive and you’ll settle into a 
regular routine – but please do reach out and get in contact if you have any questions!  
Your college parents will be an excellent port of call for any course related queries during the term and will be more 
than happy to help you out with reading suggestions and questions about work and essays. Welcome to Human 
Sciences, we hope you enjoy it as much as we have !! 
 
 
 
Huge congratulations on your offer to study Law at Magdalen! We are definitely a law college, our president is Dinah 
Rose QC and we’ve even got our own exclusive law library full of all the textbooks and lawyerly company that you 
might need. Law can be quite the learning curve, and daunting when you receive new reading lists, but as you 
progress through the degree you will start to see the cross-topic links and bigger pictures and your understanding 
will hopefully improve significantly - students tend to notice this in revision for collections (these are exams that we 
have at the start of term which assess all the content from the preceding one. They are internally assessed and don’t 
count towards your final grade!) 
 
The degree starts with “Mods” (short for Moderations), these culminate in exams which are sat at the end of Hilary 
term. Lawyers sit mods before most other students, who sit their exams in Trinity term. The (significant) advantage 
here is that you get to enjoy the sunshine, croquet and punting which Trinity term brings much more than most other 
first years! The topics you will do for mods are Criminal Law, Constitutional Law and Roman Law (this is a good 
introduction to private law, which you will start in FHS, or “Final Honours School” after you sit mods exams). Some 
incoming students think that they need to have studied Latin in order to do well in Roman Law; this is *categorically 
not true*. You do not need to have studied Latin at all for Roman Law. Each topic is quite unique and you will get to 
interact with history, philosophy, ethics etc. along the way.  
 
You will have relatively few contact hours, with either one or two tutorials (for which you will write an essay or a 
problem question for), with double tutorial weeks every other week. This means you should have lots of time to get 
through lectures and reading lists, which are made up of statutes, cases and academic commentary. With good time 
management, it is definitely possible to balance your reading with a varied extracurricular and social life.  
 
Please do reach out if you have any question at all, my email is Habiba.alkhatib@magd.ox.ac.uk - we are really 
looking forward to meeting you and we hope you have a fantastic summer holiday and enjoy your life at Magdalen! 
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To start off with, welcome and congratulations on being accepted. This is quite the achievement, and you should be 
proud of it. You will hear this a lot in Freshers’ week, but do know that if you ever find the workload to be too much or 
the degree to be conceptually hard, you are not the first to feel that way and imposter syndrome is quite a common 
thing. Everyone is here to help and the fact that you were accepted in the first place shows that you deserve to be 
here. For reasons I’ll shortly get into, you might find that imposter syndrome only starts hitting around 4th Week, so 
do keep this in mind. Also, the first year exams don’t count towards your degree, so feel free to experiment and see 
what works for you.  
From my personal experience, Maths has a quite different flavour from most other degrees, especially Humanities 
ones. As most people at Magdalen (and indeed Oxford) are humanists, don’t be surprised if you find that your 
experience doesn’t match that of your friends. To help with this, here is a quick description of what a normal week 
looks like (from an academic POV) and some tips and tricks that you might find relevant as a Maths student. My uni 
email is mihnea.gaitan@magd.ox.ac.uk, so feel free to contact me with any questions (not necessarily Maths 
related) that you might have.  
First, in terms of structure, after the first few weeks you will get into a routine of lectures, tutorials, and problems 
sheets. You will probably have about 10 hours of lectures a week (2 hours every workday) in the Maths 
Institute.  The degree is separated into modules (you can check out the 
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/members/students/undergraduate-courses website for more details). For each module, you go 
to the lectures to get the theory and then get set problem sheets. You then have a tutorial, in college, where you go 
through the problem sheets. You will have a tutorial/problem sheet a week for each module. This is a total of 5 a 
week, so it is very important that you organise your time wisely (more on this later). As a Maths student, you only 
have Computational labs every two weeks in Michaelmas (first term) and two individual projects to do in Hilary 
(second term). Whilst these are nothing to worry about, I suggest that you start your projects sooner rather than 
later, as it may be hard to find the time to do them in Hilary.  
One more thing before we get into the degree related stuff. Magdalen is a great college, the library is a great place 
to work in, and the Maths tutors are very knowledgeable and understanding of any problems that you might have. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help/extensions if you eventually need them (all of our year group eventually did) :). The 
only disadvantage of Magdalen is that the Maths Institute is quite far away, so try to leave college at least 20 mins 
before lectures start, at least until you get used to it.     
Now, for the things that I wish someone had told me when I started last year.  
The first few weeks (up until 4th  Week-ish) are pretty relaxed. The workload is fairly small and the material is stuff 
that most of you have probably seen before. For example: induction, inclusion-exclusion principle, injective, 
surjective, bijective functions etc. The point of these first few weeks is to get you used to the routine and to make 
sure that everyone is on the same page, as people come from a lot of different countries. Use this time to try out 
different societies, sports, make friends, etc. You will be taught how to write “proper” solutions and how to replace 
intuition with rigorous argumentation. If you come from a background of competitive Maths (like Olympiad stuff), or 
from an Asian/Continental European country you might find all of this to be really boring. I know I did. Don’t be fooled 
though! After the introductory material is over, the workload accelerates exponentially. This is best illustrated by 
Geometry, that goes from A-level-like vector geometry in the first 4 weeks to affine transforms as isometries and 
rotating frames near the end of Michaelmas.   
So, if you take something out of this, take this: time is your most valuable resource, manage it wisely. Maths is one 
of the most time-consuming degrees you can do and if you fall behind, you might find it hard to get back on track as 
you have 5 problem sheets a week and the material builds up on itself. Even if you already know the theory ( I 
already knew most of the Analysis material), the problem sheets must be carefully written up so that your tutor may 
mark them. This will still probably take you several hours to do. Though none of this should be a cause for despair, 
try to make a timetable, allocate some time for sports, socialising, societies, etc and stick to it. If you don’t manage 
to, don’t be too upset though. This is the advice that all Maths students give each other, but no one ever manages to 
follow it to a T. :)  
On this note, try not to waste time on any one problem. The point of tutorials is that you discuss your problem sheets 
with your tutors. Though you should try to do all the problems, don’t spend 6 hours on the last one. I know I am 
prone to doing that, as I can’t stand the idea of not getting a problem that looks easy. Plus, obsessing over hard 
problems is what mathematicians do right? Yes, but this is an undergrad degree. The harder/optional problems are 
there to challenge you if you have the spare time. But don’t feel like you have to do them. Though this won’t be a 
problem at the beginning, doing every single optional problem will gradually tire you, and, by the end of term, there 
won’t be enough hours in a day. Not to mention, these problems make for great vacation revision.   
Further, as the tutors will mention, discussing your solutions with others is encouraged. As in, you should always first 
give the problem sheets a go on your own, but if you get stuck, it’s not only accepted but actually recommended that 
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you talk to each other. As long as you understand a solution, you can write it down even if someone else came up 
with the idea.   
Finally, before coming here, don’t stress over vacation work. Most Humanities subjects get reading lists whilst we 
don’t. Some colleges give out some vacation work to get the ball rolling. Magdalen don’t. And for a good reason. 
You already know all that you need to know, and the first few weeks start with the most basic of basics. If you feel 
like doing some Maths around September to get your brain out of vacation slump that’s great, but really, the most 
important thing is that you start the year fresh and relaxed.                     
Good luck and feel free to contact me if you want to.  
 
 
 
Congratulations on your offer/place to study medicine here at Magdalen. It is undeniably one of the nicest colleges in 
Oxford and so whether you applied here or got pooled here, you will definitely enjoy yourself and the grounds.    
Medicine is challenging and the volume of content itself can be intense, but medics tend to be well supported, both 
by the college tutors, lecturers and by older medics (AKA, us). Most lectures will take part in the medical sciences 
teaching centre (MSTC) with some being in the Sherrington building. As medics we are lucky in that we have an 
official spec, containing left-hand side (core) content, and right-hand side (extension) content. The core content is 
what it mainly taught in lectures and is assessed in both parts of your final exams (multi choice and essays). The 
extension content is occasionally touched upon in lectures and is mainly more of a research aspect to supplement 
your notes. It is only assessed in essays and allows access to the higher marks of 6,7 or even 8/8.   
 
The course itself is split into 3 main parts and some smaller ones. In the first year the 3 major ones are  
Biochemistry and Medical Genetics – this is looking at the synthesis of biological molecules, alongside metabolism, 
subcellular organisation, and the basis of genetic diseases (DNA and RNA)  
Physiology and Pharmacology – This is basically how tissues work in the body, and the receptors and chemicals for 
these tissues, as well as the different drugs can be used to affect this.   
Organisation of the Body – this is mostly anatomy (definitely something you will want to stay on top/ahead of), 
looking at different types of tissues in different places in the body and the histology of these tissues, as well as 
embryology and development. Definitely the bulk of the first-year course.   
And then the smaller parts: medical sociology (Hilary term), medical statistics (Hilary term) and the patient and 
doctor course (2 visits in the first 2 terms and 1 visit in trinity term).   
 
Each week usually consists of around 10(ish) lectures, a practical or two and potentially some online bits and bobs 
set by the medical school. On top of this, you will likely have 2-3 tutorials a week in college in which you can go over 
and ask questions about different aspects of the material you are/will be learning. Don’t be worried if the tutorials 
don’t perfectly match up with lectures, the tutors know this!! Usually for most tutorials you will be required to write an 
essay to be submitted 1 or 2 days before the tutorial, so it can be marked in time. Again, don’t be worried if you have 
a hectic week and can’t get it done in time, usually a quick email to the relevant tutor can get you an extension, just 
try not to do this every week. In addition to this is the patient and doctor course, giving you the chance to spend 2 
afternoons per term in a GP surgery either talking to a GP about different aspects of patient contact or talking with 
patients about conditions which relate to what you are learning at the time.  
 
Lectures can vary both in their delivery and in the notes you are given. The majority of lectures (this year at least) 
have been given in person with some being done as recorded lectures on Canvas (our online learning platform). For 
us this year, every lecture has been recorded and uploaded to Canvas after in case people miss the lecture/are ill or 
just want to go back over it, and I believe this will be the same for you. On top of this, most lecturers will upload their 
slides from the powerpoint onto Canvas so they can be looked at. Be careful with this though, as some lecturers 
don’t put everything on the slides, and you will quickly learn which ones do to make note taking a little easier. Each 
lecture is usually around 1 hour and don’t tend to go on past 3pm (though there have been exceptions to this).   
 
Practicals are compulsory (unless ill) and you have to scan in to each one. They usually happen once or twice a 
week and tend to be fun and light-hearted, giving you a chance to apply what you learn in lectures. There are many 
different practicals in the first year, ranging from histology in the microscope lab through to muscle physiology via 
shocking your friends with electrodes. Then there’s the demonstration room. This is your chance to look at prosected 
specimens to see the true anatomy of the whatever you have been learning about (for us it was the limbs in the first 
term). It gives you the chance to look at the origins and insertions of muscles, different nerves, blood vessels and 
bone structures. Make the most of these sessions as many of the demonstrators are happy to answer any of the 
questions you may have.   
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In terms of work outside of “official” timetables, it’s important to make sure your notes are complete from lectures as 
well as maybe adding to some of them with experimental or clinical evidence (needed for those higher essay marks). 
However, it is entirely possible to go out at the weekend and even on some weekdays (if you have the energy), with 
a large variety of pubs, clubs, activities and societies in oxford.  
Finally, make sure you enjoy it. Yes, it’s a lot of work and it can be stressful, but you aren’t doing it on your own and 
all of us current fresher medics (your future college parents) will be checking in and helping out where we can, 
perhaps even the occasional essay plan. Alongside this, there’s likely to be welfare events for you guys specifically 
with us older medics that will probably include some sort of food (if we remember). Remember if you are stressed or 
feel some impostor syndrome it’s normal, all of us are here to support you and remember, the tutors chose you for a 
reason.   
 
If you have any more questions, you can email any of us or come find us once you’re in college. We cannot wait to 
meet you all and hope you are having/had a good summer. If you haven’t already, try find your other magdalen 
medic freshers on group chats etc, that way when you move in you’re sure to have someone to find!  
Anthony.vakis@magd.ox.ac.uk (Me)  
Eva.hanlon@magd.ox.ac.uk  
Hasan.Al-Sattar@magd.ox.ac.uk  
Esele.okondo@magd.ox.ac.uk  
Sarah.shah@magd.ox.ac.uk  
Adithya.muraleedarannair@magd.ox.ac.uk  
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Modern Languages and Linguistics 

 
 
 
 
First off: welcome to Magdalen and a huge congratulations from all of us for getting in! It’s been a strange couple of 
years, but now that things are getting back to normal (And will hopefully stay that way!), here is what you can expect 
when you come here in October and a few tips to help you best enjoy your time studying modern languages.   
 
There’s a huge variety to the course at Oxford: we have literature classes, translation classes (Both into and from 
the language), speaking practice, lectures, and grammar lessons – prepare yourself for the 30-minute trek down 
High Street to Wellington Square for those last ones. This goes for dual languages courses or joint honours, but if 
you do a sole language you get to study a few extra modules on film, fiction, or philosophy (Depending on your 
language), and if you do an ab initio language course, you’ll have several language classes each week instead to 
begin with. We do have far fewer contact hours than STEM students, but a fair amount of individual work to do 
outside these times, so there’s always something to do. There’s usually at least a small bit of work (eg. A few 
grammar exercises) to hand in for each class, and of course the essays – we usually get one a week, with normally 
a week to complete them. While this workload may seem daunting when you first get here, you’ll quickly find out how 
you work best and how to structure your time. In my experience, the work is definitely manageable, and if you ever 
struggle to make a deadline or are stressed about the workload, just email your tutors – they’re always extremely 
understanding and very happy to give an extension.   
 
Before you come here, please read the main literature texts on the reading list, or at least those that you will study in 
Michaelmas Term. Speaking from experience, the workload gets a lot tougher if you don’t! Most importantly, don’t 
forget to relax over the holiday – after a tough year and a lot of hard work, take a well-earned break! Although the 
terms here are designed to be intense, they’re also a lot of fun and are full of opportunities outside your studies. If 
you have any questions about anything, please feel free to email me at caitlin.bond@magd.ox.ac.uk and I’ll try my 
best to answer them.   
We hope you have a great time here and can’t wait to meet you all in October!   
The (future) second years :)  
 
 
 

Hello Freshers - congratulations and welcome to Magdalen! Modern Languages and Linguistics may seem 
intimidating at first, especially since most people haven’t studied Linguistics in school, but it’s a really rewarding and 
interesting course! 

For ModLang, first year students usually have between 4-6 classes a week focusing on different aspects of the 
language (typically consisting of grammar, translation into and from your target language, reading/writing, 
listening/speaking); on top of that, there are usually 3-5 literature lectures/seminars/tutorials each week. It will be 
intense at first, but once you get more settled in and figure out a routine (invest in a good planner!), it’ll be quite fun! 
(And having more contact hours is always better than having none…) 
For language classes, most languages don’t get too much work, so just make sure you concentrate and participate 
to the best of your ability! And for literature teaching, make sure you take tons of notes, as these will come in handy 
when it’s time to face your weekly/bi-weekly essay/presentation. Especially for those of you worried about the 
reading list you have received already/will be receiving soon, just make sure you read the core texts you’ll be 
studying this year, as there isn’t a lot of time during term to properly read them (note that most ab initio languages 
recommend you read the translations side-by-side with the original, but they’re not expecting you to read and 
understand the full original text already!). 
  
For Linguistics, first years take 3 papers: General Linguistics, Phonetics and Phonology, and Grammatical Analysis. 
Each of these papers will have one lecture a week (go over the slides at least once, they are useful, I promise!), and 
Phonetics and Phonology has one tutorial a week, while General Linguistics and Grammatical Analysis each have 
one every two weeks. For these tutorials, you’ll usually get work set in advance (an essay for GenLing, problem 
sheets/exercises for Grammatical Analysis, and a range of the above for PhonPhon), for which you can usually rely 
on the slides and/or reading list (these are usually quite short). The content covered in these papers is really diverse 
– ranging from Psycholinguistics to Sociolinguistics, acoustic phonetics to dynamic, and so on – so just make sure to 
enjoy the learning experience! 
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Here I must note that Magdalen doesn’t usually have many students taking ModLang/Ling (I’m the only one in my 
year), which means you’ll likely have classes in and tutors from different colleges. Though it may at first seem quite 
daunting to trek to other colleges, this is actually a great way to meet non-Magdalen people and visit different parts 
of town (the walk to Wellington Square gets easier over time). 
  
If you have any questions now or after you’ve arrived (or just want to say hi, since I’m likely to be your college 
parent!), feel free to email me: veronica.fu@magd.ox.ac.uk and I’ll be happy to be of any help! 
I know this can be a really frightening and nerve-wracking process, but never hesitate to reach out to your fellow 
students (including me), lecturers, and tutors, as everyone in the faculty is very nice and friendly, I promise :) 
 
 
 
Hi Freshers! Congratulations on making it to Magdalen College and super congratulations on picking the coolest 
subject to do. Music brings so many opportunities as there are loads of chances to perform in new spaces, be 
involved in productions and work on your own musical creations. But it is also important to dedicate time to handling 
your new workload, especially as this can be somewhat overwhelming when you first arrive. At Oxford, there are 
tutorials, lectures, and some seminars for music- the tutorials being the most frequent and generally being the main 
source of teaching. In terms of the syllabus, during first year everyone studies SCART (Stylistic Composition, 
ARranging, and Transcription), Music Analysis (analysing how musical works have been technically composed), 
Critical listening (representing your own Listening experience through another medium), Foundations in the Study of 
Music (exploring the main scholarly subjects within the field) and Special Topics (covering a specific musical field 
and its issues both within the past and present. You will also get to pick two additional studies such as Composition, 
Ethnomusicology and Extended essay.   
  
One thing to be aware of is that music does have one of the larger workloads at Oxford, but it is manageable, and 
your tutors are always here to support you! Music is also a degree where you get to explore as many options as 
possible before you specialise into the fields that you are most interested in- so throw yourself into everything as 
much as you can. As music is so varied, there will be topics that you’re naturally more interested in and better at so 
try not to worry about struggling with some weaker points as this is completely normal.   
  
Some tips, especially since you would’ve received your summer work by now: summarising readings to get the 
general gist is a very useful skill rather than reading a full book in its entirety when it may be unnecessary. Also 
SCART is easiest to complete if you do it little and often. And remember, you were accepted into Oxford for a reason 
so don’t be afraid to make the most out of it!  
  
Good luck!   
Ezra (email: meesh.nathan-stoute@magd.ox.ac.uk) 
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  Philosophy and Modern Languages 
 
Hello and congratulations on your offer to Magdalen! The course is four years, with a year abroad in third year, so 
remember to make some friends doing STEM subjects for your final year. The course is quite heavy on reading, 
which means you do need to stay on top of that, and it can feel like it moves quite quickly in first year, but you get 
used to it pretty quickly.   
 
The modern languages part of the course is where you will have more contact hours, with tutorials for grammar, 
translation into both languages and oral classes, as well as lectures on the literature you have. As for literature, it 
may shift around depending on the language that you do, but it moves at a fast pace, moving from one book, play, or 
a set of poems to another roughly every two weeks, so it is very much recommended to do the core reading before 
terms starts. Having more contact hours can be very helpful though, because those are more hours being organised 
for you where you get to cover material with an expert, and basically all the tutors you come across are really helpful 
and great teachers. For language you’re meant to solidify and learn, so don’t worry, you’re not expected to be nearly 
fluent before you’ve even started! You’ll also be paired with people from your college doing the same language even 
if they don’t do philosophy, and there might be crossover with other colleges, which is a nice way to meet more new 
people. 
For philosophy, on the whole it’s divided into three sections, General and Moral Philosophy, and Logic, which you 
probably won’t do all at the same time. For Moral Philosophy, you do a close study of Mill’s Utilitarianism, which 
might feel a little different to the general philosophy, because you have to stick fairly close to Mill’s original text with 
the topics you cover, but in fact this means there’s slightly less supporting reading than for general philosophy. 
General Philosophy covers eight fairly widespread topics that you may well have already come across without 
necessarily doing “philosophy”: do we have free will, can God exist, can we know that the things we see around us 
really exist and the like. Both of these are still essay-based though, so you’ll have to do preparatory reading and 
secondary reading to try and find suggestions, or if you’re brave enough definitive answers on those broad 
questions. Logic is quite different, and tends to be a bit like marmite, most people either love it or hate it. Some 
people compare it to maths (it does have right and wrong answers for a change!) Because it uses symbols to 
represent arguments, but it can sometimes leave you staring at a page without really knowing what’s going on. The 
lectures for all three sections come quite early on in the course, often before you’ve started covering a topic in 
tutorials, so it’s important to be organised with your note-taking and filing, especially for the logic lectures. 
Hope that helps, and don’t hesitate to reach out to people in the years above or the tutors. Best of luck and see you 
soon. 

For probably the millionth time, congratulations on getting into Oxford. For PPE, there are two tutorials and ten to 
twelve hours of lectures per week. This means that the contact time is less than many STEM subjects, and you’ll 
spend more time doing independent work. It will be very different from sixth form, where there is much more 
structured lesson time than free periods. This will probably be the main difference between university and school, 
and while it may seem overwhelming at first, many people prefer it as it gives you the flexibility to work in the way 
that suits you best, whether you’re a morning person or prefer evening grinds in the library.   
The reading lists can be quite long, as you’ll probably see from the summer reading list when you receive it, but 
you’re not expected to read all of the works – the starred reading is essential and anything else is helpful but not 
necessary. This means that the amount you get out of the course depends on the amount of effort you put in. It’s 
possible to coast by, doing minimal reading and completing problem sheets the night before the tutorial, but 
excelling at the subject requires determination and discipline. You’ll find what works best for you, but you may 
benefit from splitting up the additional readings between the cohort or your tutorial partner, to cover more material in 
less time (but you can sort this out once you meet the others and get to university).   
Don’t worry about having to buy the books: the college will provide you with a book voucher when you arrive, which I 
suggest you use to buy the microeconomics textbook, and the core philosophy texts (so that you can 
annotate/highlight them). Almost all of the texts are available on the library system online, and if they’re not, you’ll be 
able to access them in either the college library or the Radcam/Bod (the picturesque Oxford building with the 
dome).  
The course is very varied. You may be completing a set of mathematical questions on taxation one day then writing 
an essay on Rousseau’s conception of freedom the next, for example. This keeps the course interesting. In politics, 
you’ll study political science, political theory, and Q-step. The last course covers the quantitative skills needed to 
study political science. In philosophy, you’ll study logic, general philosophy, and moral philosophy. In economics, 
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you’ll study macroeconomics, microeconomics, and probability and statistics. Familiarity with mathematics is needed 
for Q-step and all parts of economics. You’ll study an aspect of each part of the course each term. For example, for 
philosophy, you may study logic in Michaelmas (Autumn term) and general philosophy in Hilary (Spring). If you 
particularly dislike one topic, say logic, you’ll be learning something new next term.  
  
For each tutorial, you’ll have to turn in a problem sheet (for economics and logic) or an essay (for politics and the 
rest of philosophy). Tutorials consist of the tutor and one or two other students. You’ll probably have a different tutor 
for each section of each subject. For example, you’ll probably have a different tutor for general and moral 
philosophy. Try not to get too worked up about tutorials- they are essentially informal but focused discussions on a 
particular academic topic. The essay or problem sheet will form the basis of discussion, but the tutorial will attempt 
to cover all aspects of that week’s topic. You will also have classes, which consist of a tutor and around seven other 
students.  
  
At the end of the year, you’ll have to sit a set of exams called prelims, which do not count towards your final degree. 
If you particularly dislike part of the course, you can choose to become bipartite in second and third year. This 
means that you will drop that part of the course and focus on the two other parts (Politics and Philosophy, say). You 
will not have to study it for the rest of your degree and will not be examined on it in the Finals, which are the exams 
at the end of third year. Some students choose to remain tripartite (they continue to study all three parts).  
I hope this clears up any questions you might have about studying PPE, but if you want to ask about anything in 
particular, please feel free to email me: alexia.lowe@magd.ox.ac.uk (I’m going into my second year of PPE).   
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Physics 

Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics 

 

 
 
Congratulations on getting into Magdalen to study physics! 
 
First and foremost, you will love it here! And for those moments when you may not, there is a whole network of 
people here to support you, the second year physicists included.  
 
In first year you will study all sorts of stuff, ranging from mechanics to optics to special relativity to some fabulous 
pure maths to start the year off. 
 
You will have 10 lectures a week, and 7 hours of labs (although less if you’re speedy), as well as an average of 3 
tutorials. The tutorials are incredibly interesting, a lot less intimidating than your interviews and a brilliant way to 
discuss ideas and learn from each other and your tutors. There is also some computing to be done as part of the 
practical course although this is not very time-consuming (these were one of my favourite things to do this past 
year). The labs are fun and they are careful to ease you into it. Don’t be afraid to ask questions and have 
discussions with the lab demonstrators they are all lovely and keen to help. It sounds like a lot but it really is the best 
way to learn! For each tutorial you will have a problem sheet to do - my main piece of advice is this: please do not 
worry about them. It may feel scary to be learning new things by yourself at the start, but the tutorials are there for 
you to learn and ask questions, not turning up having perfectly completed the problem sheet. 
 
All in all you will really enjoy first year, we look forward to meeting you, and have a lovely rest of summer! 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions at zoe.richardson@magd.ox.ac.uk 
 

 
 
 
First of all, congrats on choosing such a sick subject! Secondly, theres probably only going to be one or two of you, 
so get ready for tutes with people from all around Oxford. Great chance to visit other colleges, but also great chance 
to be late (for the love of god keep a calendar)  
  
Here's a little info on each subject, disclaimer, I only took phil and ling so I cannot confirm the accuracy of the 
psychology section.  
  
Psychology: If any of this information is inaccurate blame my college mother. For prelims you do an introduction to 
psychology (social, developmental, perception, biological psych, cognition) - usually we write one essay a week. For 
part ones there are 6 modules (perception, behavioural neuroscience, individual differences, social, cognition, 
developmental). EP students take all 6 but PPL usually choose 3. Modules are split from Trinity term first year to 
Hilary second year and you might take multiple in one term depending on which ones you pick. Each module has six 
tutorials in a term and normally you write three essays over the term and have other mini assignments for tutorials. 
Then you have core practicals in these modules. It'd be worth checking with the EPists about all this though!  
  
Philosophy: There’s three parts to the paper in first year. Lectures in exam schools (very close to accoms).  
General philosophy (with one of the three phil tutors, Bernhard, Paul or Ralph, all of whom are lovely) Because you 
get prelims earlier than other students, you might get to choose which specific bits of genphil to focus on in tutes.  
Moral philosophy (probably with Paul Elbourne). Focus on John Stuart Mills Utilitarianism- a good shout to take a 
read through beforehand. Jeremy Kaplan’s lectures on youtube are useful and engaging!  
Logic (also likely with Bernhard) this module is great because you will understand none of it when it comes to 
problem sheets, but you go over them in the tutes and they make perfect sense.  
  
Linguistics:   
Three parts to the paper in first year!  
Grammatical Analysis, this is your syntax trees and your f structures. If that makes no sense yet, worry not, the 
problem sheets help you get the hang of everything. Trevtutor on youtube's series on syntax really helped me.  
General Linguistics, probably my favourite part, gives you a great overview of some modules you can pick from for 
finals. Lots of essays, but they’re always interesting.  
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Phonetics and Phonology, you’ll get tutes in the phonetics labs. Yes this does mean you can mess about with some 
acoustic equipment. Yes it also means you will have to learn the IPA.  
  
Statistics:   
Yep, you have to take a stats module in first year. This will likely be run by Stephen Barlow who distinguishes 
himself from other tutors in that he gives you chocolate (which you absolutely should take advantage of). For stats 
you’ll probably be in tutes with any EPists or other PPLers, but it’s not uncommon to join tutes at other colleges 
depending on timing.  
  
Above all, stay on track, but don’t be afraid to reach out for help. Tutors are there to support you, they won’t get mad 
if you hand in your work late as long as you put effort in. The PPL community is also (though widespread and tiny) 
mad supportive. Don’t be afraid of second years, and always feel free to message me. I'm Matty Ara on Facebook 
and matthew.arakcheeva@magd.ox.ac.uk is my email. Good luck. 
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Batells - Your termly College bill. 

Bear Pit - Magdalen’s own sporting grounds, accessed through a gate at the back of Addison’s Walk. 

Blue - An award for outstanding sporting achievement at university level, typically only awarded to athletes who 
have competed on the first team against Cambridge in a Varsity match.              

Bod – The Bodleian Library, one of Oxford’s biggest and most famous. 

Bod card - Your University card and main form of student ID. Necessary to get into College, the JCR and 
other places across the University. Can be used as payment in Hall and the OKB via Upay. 

Bop - College parties held in the OKB.  

Cherwell – A tributary of the Thames running through Oxford, and a student newspaper in Oxford. 

Collections – Mock exams held at the beginning of each term, mainly just to check your progress. Not to be 
confused with President’s Collections, which is a short meeting you’ll have with the President and your tutors 
at the end of Michaelmas to talk about how you’re getting on. 

Crew date - One of the biggest draws of joining a sports team, besides enjoying the actual sport that is. The 
meeting of two teams, usually from different sports and colleges, meet for a meal, some wine (or preferred 
non-alcoholic drink) and drinking games. Sometimes hilarious, sometimes an ordeal, often involving fancy 
dress and always messy. A good chance to get to know people from other colleges. These are optional and 
are generally organised more or less at the last minute. 

Cuppers - Intercollegiate competitions in many sports. 

Dean - Fellows responsible for the behaviour and welfare of students.  

Deaned - Something to avoid wherever possible. Involves a meeting with the Deans after you’ve broken 
college rules.  

Deer park - What we have (two of). Casual. 

Fellow - A top academic in College. Some of them (Tutorial Fellows) are responsible for giving you tutorials, 
marking your essays, setting you collections and marking those too. Apart from that, they are (nominally) 
running the College.  

Finals - Exams at the end of your undergrad degree and the dreaded time for any student. The library 
replaces the pub, books replace friends and revision replaces conversation. Not to worry, they aren’t until 
third year (or second year if you’re an unlucky STEM student – sorry!) 

Formal Hall - A formal three course meal in the Dining Hall. Gowns must be worn, and Sundays are optional 
Black Tie. Fun to take your parents/visitors to and a great way to celebrate special occasions. 

Hall - The canteen. Quality is changeable (you are encouraged to give feedback), but value for money is 
pretty good. Think school dinner in a much nicer setting.  

Hilary - Spring term (January to March). Arm yourself with chocolate digestives and tea, wrap up well and 
prepare to face darkness at 4:30 pm. 

Isis - The name of the river Thames when it runs through Oxford, and the artsy student magazine. 

Late Gate Key - The key that gets you into and out of College after the porters shut the main gate at 11pm. 
Also allows you entry into nearly every accommodation area in College, the JCR, Addison’s Walk and many, 
many other places. If you lose it, replacements are expensive and the porters will be very unimpressed, so 
guard it with your life! 

Magdalene College - Our sister college in Cambridge. We have a tendency to beat them at… well, 
everything. The annual Magd-Magd sports days are a great place to show your collegiate pride and the post-
match crew dates are always fun! Each college takes turns to host, but this year it’s on us! 

Matriculation - A formal ceremony in which you become an official member of the university. You have to get 
up stupidly early, put on your sub fusc and head over to college for roll call and pictures. Then you’re off to 
the Sheldonian Theatre, becoming a tourist attraction on the way, and there you have to queue a lot and get 
spoken at in Latin. After that it’s back to college for a champagne brunch, and an entire day of celebrating 
(normally followed by a Bop). 

Michaelmas - Winter term (October to December). 

Jargon Buster 
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OKB - Old Kitchen Bar, an in-college café that’s brilliant for an OKBunch of paninis, jacket potatoes and 
baguettes and has a lovely outside seating area by the river which is a popular spot in the summer months. 
At night, it becomes a bar, and is a nice spot to grab a cheap drink. Also where Bops are held (can you tell I 
love Bops?). 

OUSU - Oxford University Student Union, a student union designed to represent views of students to the 
university and support JCRs in their negotiations with Colleges. Membership is free and automatic by virtue 
of being a member of an JCR. 

OWR - Oscar Wilde Room. Fits around 60 people and has a terrace onto the roof of the OKB. It can be 
booked out by any student and is frequently used for in- college events and birthday parties, as well as the 
annual Oscar Wilde dinner organised by the LGBTQ+ reps early on in May. 

Oxford Union – Oxford’s famous debating society that invites speakers and host events. Lifetime membership 
is £270. 

Pidge - The post room. 

Plodge - Porter’s Lodge, the entrance into College. 

Porters - Your best friends in College. They (tend to) know anything and everything about what is going on 
in College, so if you have any issues or questions then do seek them out. 

Prelims - First year exams. 

Punting - A favourite Magdalen summer pastime, and another silly thing often associated with Oxford. Students get 
access to a fleet of punts (which do come with a fixed charge, but still work out as far cheaper than renting them). 
Punting is hard and you will get stuck and maybe fall in. But it’s fun! 

Scouts - The wonderful people that clean your room, change your sheets and generally make sure that the 
accommodation is tidy. Make friends with the Scouts; they do a lot and know everything that goes on. 

Stash – Any kind of clothing that displays your college crest or sports team logo. Most common example is 
the college black puffer jacket, which literally nearly everyone seems to own. 

Tab - A student from ‘the other place’ (Cambridge). The rivalry is heated as ever.  

Trinity - Summer term (April to July). The best term, despite Prelims. 

 Tute – Tutorial, the small classes you have with your tutors. 

Varsity - Anything Oxford vs Cambridge related. Normally applied to annual sports 

matches. 

Welfare - A source of comfort, advice, copious quantities of free food in the form of pizza and cake-based 
goodies and providers of all your health needs. 
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