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7 REASONS TO STUDY 
AT MAGDALEN 

Welcome to the Magdalen Alternative Prospectus, written 
by current students as a guide for prospective students. 

Choosing a college and deciding whether Oxford is the right 
choice for you can seem a difficult decision to make, so we 
hope this guide (and the resources signposted at the end) 
provides a little insight into the unique character of life at 
Magdalen.




























































When it comes to liv-
ing in Oxford,  Magda-
len students are lucky 
enough to have college 
accommodation guar-
anteed for the entirety 
of their undergraduate 
degree. This means 
you don’t have to wor-
ry about house-hunt-
ing or organising utility 
bills whilst you’re here.

Magdalen provides kitchens in all 
undergraduate accommodation as well 
as fairly cheap college food in Hall, so 
you won’t have to choose just one or 
the other! The system is pay as you 
go apart from a small termly fee so 
you don’t need to commit to anything 
too far in advance. We provide a range 
of options including vegetarian and 
halal food, all of which is generously 
subsidised. You could for example, 
have full English at breakfast or a 
jacket potato with fillings and salad at 
lunch both for around £2!

FACILITIES

In your first year you are likely to be housed in a house 
on the High Street or the Waynflete building. This building 
houses about 70 of the first-year undergraduates at 
Magdalen and is directly above a Sainsburys. This is super 
useful to just get bits and bobs from or when you fancy 
something specific. Lots of freshers all live together in 
the Waynflete so you get lots of chances to meet 
new people and make friends! During 2nd, 3rd, and 
sometimes 4th year, you are much more likely to be living 
within college walls (generally in a very pretty old building).“    

My accommodation was really 
great. In my first year, I was in 

a house on the High Street and my 
room was really spacious - perfect 
for having friends over. In my second 
year, I was in the attics of the New 
Buildings which are gorgeous and very 
‘typical Oxford’. If there are any issues 
with your room, maintenance is very 
quick to provide solutions.” 
– Abigail, English

“    
For dinner, depending on what 
I’ve had for lunch, I’ll either 

cook or go to hall. Hall can be a 
really social occasion and is great 
when you don’t feel like cooking or 
don’t have the time!”
– Eleanor, French and Linguistics




























































WELFARE

Magdalen is very much a community 
with its own social calendar and 
support network. There is a huge 
welfare system in place to help 
with anything from pre-existing 
mental health conditions to being 
stressed about an essay. This includes an informal 

student side: 
• three elected welfare 

reps 
• six trained peer support-

ers
• weekly welfare events 

like Welfare Tea and 
dog-walking!

and college provision:
• a trained college mentor
• a university councillor on 

site
• a college nurse
• personal tutors for 

non-academic guidance

“    
We try to make you feel welcome 
and supported during your time 

here at Magdalen! We know that with 
all the uncertainty at the minute you 
may be worried about what student life 
will be like during your first year, so we 
organise lots of welfare provision and 
support for undergraduates”. 
– Sarah, History (Female Welfare Officer)

“    
Magdalen recognises the potential of 
Oxford to become stressful, and so has 

excellent welfare provision. At Magdalen, we 
have our own college counsellor; a college 
mentor, Netta, who is one of the loveliest 
people the world has ever seen; three sub-
deans, who all have extensive welfare 
training, and are always about for a chat, 
and are particularly useful in emergencies; 
tutors for welfare and equality and 
diversity; and countless other staff members 
who would go out of their way to help 
students. The college system is excellent 
in helping to prevent students from going 
unnoticed.” 
– Catrin, HumSci




























































FINANCE
People often think of Oxford and Cambridge 
as more expensive places to study, but in real-
ity college is very generous with its funds, 
supporting students and subsidising living costs. 
Plus, terms here are only 8 weeks long so you 
are paying for your accommodation less than 
half the year!

• Student Support Fund- assists around 
25% of undergraduates with living costs

• Hardship Fund- sums of  money available 
to help with unforeseen financial difficul-
ties

• Book grant- up to £100 to cover any 
books you purchased yourself

• Travel Bursary- up to £1050 per student 
for ‘study-related’ travel (enjoy picking 
that Caribbean literature or Roman 
history module!)

• Vacation study grant- for studying in 
Oxford outside of term-time

• Creative Projects Fund- grants for stu-
dents to pursue creative passions by 
paying for things such as cameras, in-
struments or art courses




























































LOCATION
At Oxford the city centre is so full of 
university buildings that you’ll never have 
to go very far to get anywhere. Magdalen 
is one of the more central colleges 
because it is set on the High Street, full of 
cafes, shops and bars. Exam Schools, where 
some humanities lectures and exams are 
held, is just across the street. We are also 
one of the closest colleges to the university 
gym and sports centre- for which Magdalen 
students get free membership!

As well as being on the High Street, Magdalen has 
the benefits of being one of the river colleges, giving 
us gorgeous views and easy access to punts (small 
boats that you push along with a long pole and that 
lots of Oxford students have a lot of fun on in the 
summer). The river runs around the Magdalen grounds- 
which are huge! If you are looking for somewhere with 
beautiful green spaces, Magdalen is famous for its 
long walks and… deer park.

If you like green spaces, Magdalen’s grounds 
go on for miles. Part of this is Addison’s walk. 
About a kilometre in length, this path follows 
the river and takes you round the water 
meadow. This beautiful space is home to our 
deer in the summertime and, often, a lake in 
the winter and spring. (A Magdalen student’s 
Instagram is incomplete without a few shots 
of deer in Addison’s!) Many people living here 
use the short walk round Addison’s for a 
moment of peace and quiet, their morning 
run or just to sit on the garden benches that 
look back over college. 

“    
Magdalen is special for its 
amazing grounds. With extensive 

gardens and two deer parks (one 
with a walk so beautiful C. S. Lewis 
wrote about it!), it’s a little patch 
of peace and quiet in the middle 
of an (albeit small) city, which can 
be so helpful when work feels a bit 
overwhelming.” 
— Catrin, HumSci




























































EDUCATION

Many people choose to study at Oxford 
because of the tutorial system, where much 
of our teaching is just 1-3 students with 
an academic for around an hour a week. 
This is a great way to get feedback on your 
work for the week and ask any questions 
you might have. At Magdalen we are very 
lucky to have some of the world’s leading 
academics.. Depending on your subject you 
may also have lectures, labs and classes or 
seminars.

This gives you quite a lot of time for 
independent study which can be done 
in one of Magdalen’s beautiful libraries. 
The Longwall Library has lots of different 
workspaces including soundproofed 
reading rooms, group spaces, shared 
desks or ones where you can’t see 
anybody else around you (for the easily 
distracted!). It is open 24 hours a day, 
in case inspiration strikes you late at 
night, with one of the biggest college 
collections in Oxford and there are 
no late fines on anything.

“    
The student community 
is diverse and everyone 

being different is what makes 
it so interesting. There’s lots 
of support for studying, both 
from tutors and older students, 
and you’ll quickly find yourself 
adapting to the increased work.” 
– Nadia, Medicine

“    
The tutorial system enables really 
in-depth conversations about the 

topics you’re studying. The tutors are 
friendly and understanding - they want 
to help you to succeed so don’t be 
afraid to ask a ‘silly’ question or to 
contact them outside tutorials!” 
– Abigail, English




























































SOCIETIES & SPORT 

Magdalen is about far more than academia; 
there’s plenty of opportunity for extra-
curricular. Although hundreds of societies 
exist within the university there are also 
plenty specific to Magdalen:
• Magdalen Film Society, who hold regu-

lar screenings in the auditorium
• Florio Society, a weekly meeting to dis-

cuss submitted poetry
• The Macintyre Society, this history 

group have had some very high profile 
speakers

• The Magdalen Players, they help fund 
drama projects around Oxford and put 
on a garden play every Summer

• Magdalen Music Society, as well as 
our famous chapel choir we also have 
more informal groups and performers 
like the Magdalen Singers (Mingers) 
and a Magdalen band

• There are lots of other societies to 
suit whatever hobbies or interests you 
have or want to try!

Whether you are the sporting kind, or just aspire to be, 
there’s lots to be involved with. Magdalen has teams 
for most sports including football, rugby, rowing, hockey 
and even ice hockey. These teams play other colleges 
competitively and once a year against Magdalene 
College Cambridge (a competition we usually win!) . We 
have a sports ground too called the Bear Pit with a 
cricket, rugby and football pitch as well as an astro-
turf and squash courts. If you aren’t all that athletically 
talented every Summer term ‘cuppers’ lets people take 
up sports they might not have tried before like touch 
rugby, ballroom dancing, or punting.

“
A great way to get 
started is the freshers 

inter-collegiate tournaments 
in Michaelmas (the first 
term) or the wider inter-
collegiate tournaments that 
run later in the year. You 
can also join at any point 
and people will always be 
welcoming.”
- Adam, PPE




























































STUDENT SOCIAL LIFE

Old Kitchen Bar 
(OKB)

The OKB is our college bar and 
buttery. It’s where you can get your 
panini in the afternoon or your pint 
and pizza in the evening. If you’re 
one for drinking the college bar 
is your best bet in Oxford for 
cheap prices and we even have 
our own college drinks- Waynflete 
Gold and Magdalen Stag beers or 
Longwall Ice Teas. The OKB is the 
centre of college’s considerable 
social calendar and community. 
This includes ‘Magdalen Mondays’ 
where we hold karaoke, quiz or 
even comedy nights, JCR council 
meetings (free pizza included) 
and BOPs! In Oxford BOPs are 
fortnightly parties held for your 
whole college. They usually have a 
(very optional) costume theme and 
can only be described as somewhere 
between a house-party and a year 
6 disco... The whole bar becomes 
a dance floor and it’s a great way 
to see everyone in your college.

Junior common 
room (JCR)

The JCR is our most informal social 
space, open 24 hours a day to 
any Magdalen undergraduate. It is 
made up of a games’ room, with air 
hockey, pool, darts, table tennis and 
a football table as well as a lounge 
area containing a flat screen TV decked 

out with all the Nintendo, Xbox-related 
consoles you could hope for, sofas and 
board games. Many people use the 
JCR to host their own events like film 
nights or gaming competitions but it is 
also where the majority of free food in 
college can be found. This includes our 
‘welfare teas’ twice a week and BOP 
pres which usually include an unfeasible 
amount of pizza. We like to hold big 
screenings for important events in 
the JCR too like election nights, the 
World Cup and Love Island (obviously).

STUDENT SOCIAL LIFE




























































 A DAY

IN THE LIFE  

My name is Svenja and I’m going into my 
second year studying History and Politics! 
When I’m not at Oxford I live in Bristol, where 
I went to my local state school. My average 
day in Oxford probably starts at around 9am 
when I’ll roll out of bed and slowly get ready 
for the day. If I have a lecture at 10am I’ll try 
to go (but this doesn’t always happen!) I do a 
humanities degree and have few contact 
hours, which means I need to manage my 
own time. I try to treat my work like a 9-5 job 
(but it often ends up being closer to a 10-7 
because of my excessive lie-ins). 

Most of my day is spent in the college library, 
reading for, planning and writing my essays. 
I will have a catch up with my friends during 
my lunch at 1pm in the OKB (Old Kitchen 
Bar), usually eating paninis and jacket pota-
toes. I have around 3 tutorials a fortnight 
which will usually be in the afternoon. My 
tutorials are usually with one or two 
other students and my subject tutor, 
talking about the essay we wrote that 
week. If I don’t, I’ll continue to work 
up until around dinner time, when I’ll 
rendezvous with my friends at Hall 
and have a big meal. 

After dinner, I’ll read a bit more if 
I’ve got more work still to do, but 
if not I’ll reward myself with a 
choux bun from Sainsburys (di-
rectly underneath my first-year 
accommodation!) and trashy 
TV. I’ll spend the evening 
either attending an event, 
clubbing or, most likely, 
popping into my friend’s 
rooms for a chat and 
distracting them from their 
work. I call it networking. 
At around midnight I’ll go 
to bed with my pepper-
mint tea, and a head 
full of TikTok dances I 
want to learn.

PARTH
SVENJA

Hi! I’m Parth and I’m a first year studying 
Biochemistry at Magdalen. I’m currently 
living in London, where I’m from, but I’ve 
also had stints of living in Manchester, The 
Hague and Dubai! Outside my degree, I like 
to describe myself as an enthusiastic (albeit 
average!) sportsman – I get involved in plenty 
of sports recreationally like football, cricket 
and rowing. I also love to play the piano and I 

brought a keyboard from home to my uni room. 

I have between 1-3 lectures, pretty much 
every day (so 8-10 a week), and a long practical 

session one day a week. Typically, in first year you 
get two college tutorials a week, and usually a cou-
ple of departmentally organised classes a week as 

well. On an average day after my morning lectures I 
might go to the gym, as Iffley Sports Centre is just 
down the road and Magdalen students get free 
membership! Then I’ll grab lunch before sitting down to 
work for a few hours in my room or the college library. 

I also like to play a couple of footy matches a week, 
usually sometime just after lunch. In the evenings I’ll 
see friends for dinner, either in hall or we cook for 
ourselves in the first year kitchens. Then I might head 
down to the college bar - where the drinks and Happy 
Hours are much cheaper than town - before going on a 
night out.  I personally like to cluster my work in bursts, 
so sacrifice evenings on nights before deadlines, and 
tend to go out a bit more on other nights. 
 




























































 FAQ’s
Why should I come to Magdalen?

“My favourite thing about Oxford is definitely its 
collegiate structure. Colleges provide a real sense 
of community and allowed me to settle into uni-
versity life more easily. I’ve also found inter-college 
events and competitions to be a brilliant way to 
meet and make new friends with people in other 
colleges.

I chose Magdalen for [...] the extensive and beauti-
ful grounds, which allow for a large undergraduate 
body and provide a great space to take breaks 
from work. The fact that Magdalen provides accom-

modation for the whole length of 
your whole degree and has a 
24-hour college library were also 
factors in my decision.” 
- Dilpreet, Biochemistry

What is your favourite 
place in college?

“My favourite place is a close tie be-
tween Addison’s Walk and the dining 
hall; I really like (when I am planning an 
essay or after listening to a lecture) walking around Addison’s to clear my 
head. It allows me to experiment with ideas, and to take a much-needed screen 
break. It’s just such a peaceful and beautiful part of
College, and is a great place to keep active at as well. The dining hall is 
also great as I found it a good place to get to meet people from across 
the College, I really like the food (they’ve been so helpful with my die-
tary requirements), and it’s again such a nice space to be in.”
- Daniel, History and Politics

 FAQ’s

What is it like studying as an international 
student?

“Moving away from home for the first time is very 
intimidating. Especially when you are moving to a 
different country. As intimidating as it sounds, my 
experience was better than I even hoped for. During 
Fresher’s Week there was plenty of time for me to sort 
things out and socialise. Alongside that Magdalen has 
a very warm, welcoming and supportive community 
which makes me feel very much at home.”
– Ipek, Engineering Science

“Magdalen has tons 
of international 
students from all 
over the world, so 
it was really easy 
for me to find 
other people going through the same transition 
as I was. It was definitely a tough transition at 
first, but there was always someone to turn 
to for support, whether I had an important 
logistical question, was feeling homesick, or 
just craved food from home and needed tips 
on where to find it. Everyone, international or 
not, is so welcoming and kind, and I’m really 
glad to have met so many wonderful people 
from across the world!” 
– Eve, Computer Science and Maths

Will I fit in?

“I love that Magdalen is one of the larger colleges. Before 
coming to Oxford, I was worried about not fitting in or just 
being invisible in a large college but the advantage of this 
is that you will always find people you enjoy being with 
and you will come to know pretty much all of your year 
group and plenty of people in others too! Magdalen has 
such a diverse community with people from all walks of life. 
We have a super active LGBTQ+ community and student 
representatives for all marginalised groups eg

SVENJA

– Erica, Chemistry

• Trans Rep
· Socioeconomic Rep
· RaEM Rep
• Disabled 
Students rep

· Access Rep
· Womxn’s* Rep
• And 2 
LGBTQ+ Reps"  




























































Magdalen JCR website magdjcr.co.uk

Outreach team outreach@magd.ox.ac.uk

Access and Admission Trustee (student) admissions@magdjcr.co.uk

Ask our students (and outreach team), 
we would love to hear from you!

www.magd.ox.ac.uk/studying-here/as-an-
undergraduate/chat-with-the-students/

Subject specific resource pack, admis-
sions advice, details about outreach 
events, summer schools and more

www.magd.ox.ac.uk/studying-here/outreach/
outreach-resources/ 

UNIQ Summer School www.uniq.ox.ac.uk

Digital Resource Hub www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
increasing-access/ug-digital-resources/

Oxford Outreach Calendar www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
increasing-access/events-calendar/

Oxford Finances Information www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
fees-and-funding/

Staircase 12 www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applying-to-univ/
staircase12/

Oxplore oxplore.org

Magdalen College YouTube
Interview top tips 

Follow us on Instagram, @magdalenjcr!

www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzDnhu8hruM

Resources

Acknowledgements
Illustrations and design by Ben Kaye and Annabel 
Rogers
Text by Eve McMullen and Erica Barnes
Some photographs provided by Cynthia Hou © 2020

All information was accurate as of January 2021

We hope you found this short intro to life at Magdalen helpful. Check out 
all of the resources on the left for more information and come visit us if 
you get the chance. There is nothing quite like seeing a college in person 
and speaking to its students!































 

 

Use this code to 
chat to some of 
our students

 



































